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PREFACE. 



npHE chief defign of the following 
curfory reflefclions is to encou- 
rage the fpirit of free inveftigation, 
refpefting the mod important of all 
fubjefts^ Religion ; and at the fame 
time to guard thofe who indulge it 
againfl: the danger of being fo cap- 
tivated with the charms of novelty, 
as to run into new errors, while thev 
are giving up the old; and to this 
end, recommend to them, a due at* 
tention to firft, and generally allowed 
principles^ and the plain obvious fenfe 

B of 
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oftthe facred writings. A too fujtcf- 
ficial regard to this mode of conduft 
in their inquiries, and, as the natu- 
ral confequenee of it, a too haftily 
decided judgment, has been the inlet 
of many prepoilerous and dange« 
rous errors. 

It is really lamentable that a reli- 
gion fo plain and fimple, in all its 
eflential articles, as that of Christ> 
and fo interefting to mankind, fhould 
be fo miferably diftorted and mangled 
by fallible men as it has been, more 
or lefs, ever fince its firft prbmulga- 
tion, and, indeed, fever will be, till the 
Jpirit of free inquiry has had its full 
fcope, and prevails upon its.profeffors 
to give up their merely human creeds^ 
and philofophical refinements, and unite 
in the unadulterated doftrine of the 

The 
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"The author of thele animadverfi^pM 
does not expeft to meet with the ap- 
probation of the vioUnt partifans of 
either the orthodox or heterodox fide, 
becauie he is no friend to party def* 
potifm, but pleads for plain fcriptuni 
Chriftianity^ moderation, and peace. 

There are, however, two points 
which appear to him to deferve the 
moft ferious regard ; and (hould not 
be fo dogmatically oppofed^ and pe^ 
remptorily decided againft, as they 
too often are, viz. the mediation of 
Christ, or his death as an atoning 

Jucrijict for the fins of men ; and the 
influences of the divine spirit upon 
the human mind, in order to that 
repentance towards God, faith in the 
LordJesus Christ, and obedience 
to his gofpel, which is ncceflary to our 
eternal happinefs. ,For tbe£^ impor^ 
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tint truths^ as they are ftated iit the 
Holy Scriptures, he profeffes himfclf 
an advocate, at the fame time that he 
is fo iovfrce inquiry y being very con- 
fident, that if fuch inquiry be con- 
dufted with true Chriftian humility, 
lincerity, and candour, the refult will 
be in their favour : — They are, in- 
deed, fo confonant to the feelings 
of the human mind, that the Hea- 
thens themfelves have generally ac- 
knowledged them, as their facrifices 
and prayers teftify. 

The author begs leave here to add, 
in the firft place, that thefe reflec- 
tionsare really thofcof a man upwards 
of four fcore, who, from his earlieft 
youth to this day, has made religion 
his particular ftudy ; confidered the 
fubjefl again and again, and delibe-. 
lately weighed the various opinions 

about 
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about It, which have fo unhappily 
divided the Chriftian Church, as they 
came in his way ; and this with all 
the impartiality of a fincere lover of 
truth. The candid confideration of 
this circumftance, he hopes, will apo- 
logife to the critical reader for the 
want of vigour in the fentiraent, and 
ftccuraracy in the compofition of the 
work before him ; and alfo ferve to 
moderate the zeal of the young bigot 
in favour of his party notions, on the 
infallibility of which he is apt to 
depend with fuch decided confi- 
dence; a confidence which (if capable 
of the leaft degree of ferious reflec- 
tion) he will find grow weaker as he 
grows in years, and improves in un- 
derftanding. 

In the fecond place, he defires it 
may be noted, that when he fpcaks of 

B 3 common 
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common fififr, rcfpeftiog religion, he 
means^ — ^* That power or capacity in 
^ mankind, which we call mind, or 
•* reafon endued with moral light tod 
" feeling, by which they arc enabled 
•* to difcern the difference between 
** moral good and evil ; find a pccu- 
" liarfatisfaftionin the one, and pai/i 
'* and mifery in the other/* Thii 
is what conilicutes in man the efien* 
tial diftinCtion bttwe^n Him and the 
Brute, and is indeed neceffary to ren- 
der H I M a proper fubj edk of the nioral 
government of Goo. 

To this principle in our nature^ 
(call it reafon, inftinft, confcience, 
moral fenfe, Christ, the Spirit, or 
what we will) Truth is particularly 
agreeable; ftiould prefid| in all our 
inquiries after it, and guide and form 

our judgment concerning it.— He 

calls 



calls it common fenfe, becaufe it il 
common to all mankind^ more or 
fefs ; the law written in all their 
hearts, by the finger of God*, even 
in theirs, who have not that extex'^ 
nal fcriftural revelation which we cnf 
joy ; and is to them, (through fuch 
farther aid as the divine goodnefs 
may afford them) their only guide in 
the concerns of religion and morals, 
and which enables them to work that 
rightcoufnefs which is accepted of Him. 
This was certainly the cafe with re- 
ipeQ to the firfl fathers of mankind, 

before 

* This principle is, by many, called the tight or 
Zaw rfKature; and the religion arifing out of it, the 
Religion of JJature :^Ani, what is Nature, but the 
creature of Goo.; or that coniUtution, habitude, or 
order of things, which H« has appointed? The 
ligkt of ii||urc, therefore, in man, is as really and 
truly from the father of lights, as what they call, in 
contradiftinftion to it, Revelation ; and the religion 
of the former, as entirely owing to bis gracious b<nc» 
volence as the latter. 
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btrore the books of Mofes appeared,; 
which were probably the firft authcn-, 
tic records of a divine revelation ; 
was the cafe afterwards with the ge-. 
ncriality of the Gentile world, and is 
fo now with thofe nations where our. 
£iBt£ is not known. And, in fa£):> 
this internal principle is, even to us^ 
the common medium by which we. 
judge whether our Bible itfelf be,, 
indeed, a revelation from God j and, 
are enabled to give a reafon why we 
prefer it to the Koran of Mahomed, or 
any other pretended difcovery of the. 
divine, will ; or, in a word, why we 
are Clirijlia%s. and not Injideh : one 
reafon is, we find that the leading 
doftrines.of the Bible furprifingly 
anfwcrtothis internal principle, a^nd. 
the jv/l fenfe of our conditfon as 
treatu res under the moral government 

of 



of God ; and to the fcai?, deCres^ and 
hopes, thence arifing. 

Were we to addrefs an Heathen,- 
Vuh a view to perfuade him to em- 
brace Cbriftianity, we muft begin here ; 
muft remind him of the law. written 
in his heart ; and endeavour to take 
hold of thofe more general moral 
principles and feelings of which hci 
is already poffefled, and then point 
out fuch truths in our written revela^ 
tiorti a^correfpond yriththem, and are 
beft fuited to throw farther light upon 
what he but obfcurcly perceives 5 and 
as his underftanding opens, and his 
moral fenfe awakens, difplay the cha- 
radlerof Jesus Christ, as a Savi- 
our ; his power, dignity, and* bene* 
volence ; fuitability and excellence ; 
and ihew him that he is juft fuch a 
Saviour as he wants. For this pur- 

pofe- 
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]^fe,the Bible (the New Teftameni 
cfpecially) will fiirnifti mwitk pknty 
9f the mdft pertinent and convincing 
materials. An Heathen thvs inftru&-^ 
^Ay would find new fources of know«-i 
ledge, virtue, and happinefs opening 
li^on him, infinitely more exalted, 
abundant, and delightful, than ever 
he had experienced b^ore. 
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SECTION I, 

Tif JhccJJity and Importance of free Ifh 
quiry in Religion. 

THERE is fomething in religion fo 
confonantto the nature of maB^and 
kis nioral feelings, that there are very 
few of us who can be fathfied without 
fome pretenfions to it; but/at the fame 
time, there is a ftrong propenfity in too 
many to corrupt it ; or^ as the apoille 
expreffes it, pervert the right way of the 
Lord^ in order to accommodate it to their 
depraved inclinations. 

Tbi^ 



This mlfchievous difpofition began to 
fliewitfclf fo early as f he days oiCairi^^ 
the firft man born of woman, and has 
continued to do fo, more or lefs, even to 
this day. For, though far more abun- 
dant light has been thrown upon facred 
TRUTH, under this laft difpenfation of 
thegofpel, with which we are favoured/ 
by the miniftry of the Son of Goo him- 
felf, and his divinely infpired fervants ; 
yet it was (oon adulterated by men of 
corrupt minds. The Jewifli Pharifee^ 
and the. Gentile Pkilofopher^ profeffing 
Chriftianity, too often mixed their re- 
fpe£live prejudices with its purefl doc*' 
trines, even in the apoftolic age. In the 
next and fucceeding ages, the corruption 

prevailed . 

♦ The apoftle tells Mi^tkat by faith Abel offcf'td « 
more excellent fw\tiwa more abundant) facrijice than Cain, 
That is, fay fome learned critics /oflFcred, not only the 
Minhoay or meat offering,. 1>at the life of an animal 
alfo, as believing in the promife of the forgivenefs of 
fin, through the medium of atoning blocdj to which Cain 

paid no regard. 5ee Dr. Kennicoft^s Diflertation oq 

tlit Sacrifice of Cain and Mel, 
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prevailed to fucfa a degree, that, at laft, 

little more than the mere ouitines of that 

bleiTed religion was to be found amongft 

the generality of its profelfors, till the 

Proteilant Reformation took place ; and 

fince that happy period, too many of the 

do3rines of that reformation have been, 

and flill contieue to be, moft miferably 

corrupted* 

The general fource of this evil is the 

depravity of the human nature, and thofe 

wrong habits of thinking, that arife from 

education, human creeds, and the fafhion 

of the times ; but more particularly from 

the PRIDE OF iN<r£LL£CT, or that fell- 

conceited confidence in the alUfufficiency 

pf our own rtajon^ to comprehend every 

thing in religion, which we are fo prone 

to indulge, and which too often leads us 

to renounce plain common fenfe, in 

order to gratify the vain ambition of 

being wife above what is'writUn ; or,which 

is much the fame thing as to the confe« 

quence, to pay a prepofterous homage to 

our 



r 4 ] 

cfut own inventions, or tliofe of other 
men, whom we wifli to follow, rather 
than fnfamit to the authority of the divine 
word, taken* in its plain, fimple, obvious 
meaning. Ourr reafon« undoubtedly^ 
Otught te be ufed in the facred bufinefs of 
religion, but welhould be very cautiotss 
left it carry us beyond the line. 

As a principal means in the hand of 
the Divine Providence of remedying this 
evil, we may confider the spirit op 
fREE INQUIRY, wlucb has of late yearf 
fo greatly prevailed, not only in this 
country, but alfo in fome others, where 
it has not the fame encouragement as 
with us. 

To anfwer this important end, thi» 
fpirit is peculiarly adapted ; it naturally 
lends to penetrate and difpel the dark-, 
nefs that hangs over the mind of man ; t» 
open ittoconvt£lion, remove its prejudi- 
ces and bigotted attachment to peculiar 
forms and inventions of men ; to enlarge 

its views, infpire it with the love of 

truth. 
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truth, and aniiaate its Te£earcbes after the 
knowledge of it, and if this fpirit be fin« 
cere, the genuine offspring of the fa- 
ther OF LIGHTS, it will never reft tiU 
it has brought the prof^ffors of Chrifti- 
anity to acquiefce in the okly €xttrna£ 
rule, or infallible ftandard of religions 
verity, the Bible, nnderftood in itsna« 
live fimplicity and latitude' of expreflion, 
unfophifticated by the fuper-orthodoxy 
of our high-flying . theologians on the 
one band, and the capricious refinements 
of our M£a£. critics and philofophers on 
the other. 

This propenfity in the human mind to 
examine what is propofed to it under the 
idea of divim truths is natural, and arifes 
from the confcioufnefs we feel of an iw- 
herent right of thinking and judging for 
ourfelves about it ; if we have no fuch 
right, our inquiries here can be of no ufe 
but to torment us, or, at beft to amufe us 
with empty fpecuiations. Our blefled 
JLoRD, however, fuppofes fuch a right, 

when 
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vhcn he bids Mzfearch ike Scriptures } 
for to what purpofe do we fearch them, 
if, when we have done fo, We are not per- 
mitted to judge for ourfi^lves concerning 
the truths we are there taught, but are 
obliged to fubmit entirely to the judg- 
ment of other fallible men ; or before 
we venture to believe any of the doc-« 
trines, or praAife any of the duties of re- 
ligion, however important to our happi- 
nefS| muft wait the determination of 
fome general council or fynodof divines, 
and this to be enforced by the authority 
of the flate ; and, perhaps, after all, be 
compelled, upon the fevereft penalties, 
to believe and do what our own confci- 
ences abfolutely forbid ? This, in iacl, 
has been too often the cafe ; for this fpirit 
of free invelligation in religion has been 
always Arenuoufly oppofed by that of 
dogmatical bigotry, fuperftition, and 
ccclefiaftical dcfpotifm, in every Chrif- 
tian country, more or lefs, and fomc- 
times with the utmoft rage of perfecu- 
ting violence, under the pretence of its 

dangerous 
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dangerous tendency. It mull indeecl be 
confefled, that this fpirit has now and 
then, in fome infiances, loft its way, and 
led the unwary into error ; but, notwith- 
(landing this, where it hasbeen moft pre- 
valent, and met with the moft encou- 
ragements, its exertions have been pro- 
du^ive of the moft important and fa- 
jutary effe£ls« particularly within the 
two laft centuries, as appears with glo** 
rious evidence in the deliverance of 
the church from the tyranny and cor- 
ruptions of Popery ; the eager thirft after 
knowledge that prevails amongft all 
ranks of people here ; the expulfion of 
the Jefuits, the abridgment of the pa- 
pal power in Germany, and elfewhere^ 
and the late aftonilhing effort in favour 
of civil and religious liberty, that has 
taken place in FrancCy and which has 
produced one of the moft extraordinary 
national revolutions ever recorded in the 
hiftory of mankind, the deliverance of 

C the 
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tbe Ifradites out df their bondage liA 
Mgypt excepted*. 

From thcfc and other appearances of 
the difpenfations of providence compa-^ 

red 

* It mud be confefled that the exkcfaaotxag profpefib 
that fecmcd to be openio^ upon ut at the beginning 
d thU Revoflutio^y (when the above was written,) 
lias been fiscc miferably oblciircd with the horriA 
gloom otM^fchy^ and fncbdeeda of vioknce, kjuftice^ 
end cruelty, as are, to the bft degree, fluKkiag to hia^ 
nanlty, and cover the fair face of liberty with con- 
fuAon. But it is to be hoped, after fome farther 
painful ftniggles among<(l tbemfeNeSy and rebukca 
from the Aa mighty for their national vice*, they 
will unite in fome form of ^ovemment, confiftent 
with the enjoyment of juft and rational freedom, and 
that peace and good win towards the reft of mankind 
which tme Ohriftiamty teaches. At prtffeat, they 
appear to be too much widev the iBflacnee ^f aftt of 
■len of the mod abandondly vicious- charaders that 
ever difgraced human nature, whiTe the wife and the 
good, iduie'i by thetf fpecioui pretefites, or f^- 
f^ti by their fitunge manacftl,^ Itthold the dreadful 
torrent of aifery coauag upon them iwaUe to refift 
its force. 

N. B. This note was written January as, 1793, finct 
whieh we have been [inf6hned, that this defperate 
^ fiftionhave (bed the blood of their late king \ 1 1 
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ttd witb tlie pfediAions ire And in tnt 
BiALEs relative to the more ooiverfid 
fpread of the Gofpel, we may veiy racio^ 
Aally conclude, that fome great change 
for the better in the religious and moral 
ilate of the world is approaching, when 
the dark clouds that now veil the lovely 
face of TAUTH, will be difpelled, an4 
ker inctrt ^oufies have the unutterable 
pleafure of beholding her in all her nar- 
tive limplicity and beauty^ and every 
Ipecies of tyranny be baniflied from the 
earth. 

• Through the prevalence of this in- 
quifitive fpirit, the various fyfiems of 
unfcriptural orthodoxy^ which have been 
invented with fo much laboured art, an<i 
fiipporied witbitieh (uriocii ceal amongft: 
ChriftianSy begiii to ifaake even to the 
foundation, and the poor aftohi&ed 
bigot ftands tf emblidg for the fate 6f hisr 
Hot I whil^ fiftperlfftiftoti and pfieftoraftf 
endeavour to hide th^irwc^- heads, a» 

Ca half 
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fcali afliamed«of iheir folly. Eten thm 
Roman Catholics (as they are called) of 
theprefent day, very fenfibly feel the 
power of this fpirit enlightening their 
underftandingSy weakening their preju- 
diceSj enlarging their hearts, and infpi- 
ring them with a degree of candour and 
moderation unknown to their anceftors. 
That fyftem in divinity, in particular,, 
Which reprefents the fovereign power 
and juftice of the Deity at perpetusA 
variance with his benevolence and 
mercy ; his fecret will, as operating ia 
dire£l contradifiion to the moil exprefTed 
decIaratioDS^of his revealed^ and which^ 
therefore, fo manifeftly tends to over- 
turn the very foundations of his moral 
government in aur world; this {hocking 
fyftem ot Jtntinomian, theoJagy^ though, 
once countenanced too much by fome 
iew learned and even pious divines, ia 
^e fuper-abundance of their zeal for the, 
4p£lrines of grace* i& now defervedly 

funk 



/ftnk into obfcurity, renoi;nC9d by tlie 
tnoft ferious and judicious C^/i/t/ij^j them* 
ielves, and favoured only by a few igno« 
rant and felf*coaceited men, who by 
iheir bluftering noife about trutk^free 
grace^ the Gofpely &c« and railing at all 
who difier from tbem, by which they 
generally diftinguifh themfelves, may^ 
indeed, impofe iipon a few weak well* 
meaning Chciilians for a time, but will 
never be able to make a laiting impref* 
fion upon any truly ferious and thinking 
mind, in favour of their fentiments, or 
attach to their party any man oi com^ 
men fenfe^, endued with the leaft fpar]^ 
of the light that attends the fpirit qf libe- 
ral inveftigation. The great danger to 
a fincere inquirer, not fufEcientJy cau- 
tious, arifes from a quite oppofite quar- 
ter, the fophiftical dexterity of our more 
enlightened theological chymiAs, the 
minute philofophers, and hyper-critics, 
who, under the pretence of analyfing 
and refining the do£lrines of Chriflianity 
• ' C 3 by 



hy the ftrength of their own fallible reaV 
fon, evaporate their eflential fpirit, and 
leave us nothing comparativelyy but a 
SBcre captii mortuumt a fbmething with** 
out taile» and without ^caicyt It is 
H^ii£ the honeft inquirert if not very 
^ielly upon bis guard, is in danger of 
loCog bis way* The brilliancy ofgenius, 

ibe glare of new light, the loud bpafts of 
fuperior knowledge and rationality, fo 
common amongft thefe gentlemen, all 
confpire to dazzle his underftanding, 
confound his judgment, and lead him* 
before he knows where he is, into many 
grofs find often dangerous errors. Hence 



Sect. 



* 

SECTION IL 

The NeceffUy of great Care mnd Circum/fiec^ 
tian ZM our Inquiries. 

nrHERE is fcarceljr any thiDg more 
common than to fee mankind run* 
ning out of one extreme into another, 
even in religion, through the too great 
confidence they have in their own men- 
ial powers. Hence, while they throw oflT 
the fliackles of an irrational bigotted 
attachment to merely human creeds, and 
fyfiems of divinity, with which the 
church has been fo long peftered, they 
^are fo charmed with their new light, and 
their minds open fo widely and eagerly 
after novelty, that they fwallow, with 
greedinefs, every thing propofed to them 
under the pleating idea of truths not i/- 
f^rt difcovered^ One new thought ex- 

C 4 cites 

* There cannot well be two grctter extremes tbaii 
SupiT^tiam and Jthcijau And yet fometimes, the 

Supcr/litims 
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cites another, and that another, and fo 
on with fuch rapidity as will not fufier 
them to reflefl, till, before they are 
aware, they are plunged into the dark 
gulph of falfe philofophy, or that pre- 
fumptuous wifdom of fallible ^nd de- 
praved men, who fet their faces againll 
the religion of Christ, or its eflential 
and dillinguilhiiig do£l;rines, at lead ; 

which 



Superjtiiious Dupe, with a mind half enlightened, and 
beginning to reafon without giace, is fern tu ru(h 
headlong into downright Atheifm, On the other 
hand, the Atheifl fometimes finds a ray of light break- 
ing into his benighted foul ; his moral fenfe is awa* 
kened, and therefore, after all his reafonings againil 
if, he fears there may he a God, and a future ftate of 
>exiftence, where he can exped nothing but mifery. 
Xn this dillref^, he looks about him for relief; he iroa* 
gines fu perdition can give it, without the painful 
trouble of repentance and reformation. He applies (o 
. the fricfi ; coTifefTes his fms ; pays his fine, and re- 
ceives abfolution, with leave to go on in his beloved 
courfe of vicious pleafures without any danger, orJy 
repeating the fame farce occafionallyi as new troubles 
arifc. 
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which the Apoftle calls vain phiIofophy*\ 
a philofophy, whofe pretended light in 
religion, is real darknefs ; darknefs that 
may befdty and has been fearfully fo in its 
^r^ffg-deluGons. If metaphyfical fpecula- 
tlon happens to be the tafte of its profef- 
fors, they will aim at phllofophyfing 
Chriftianity ; and, in order to bring its fub- 
lirae doftrines into a perfefl confiflency 
with their partially enlighUned reafon^ 
will labour to reduce them to the level 
of its comprehenfions. — They think not 
only freely, but even licentioujly. If ver^ 
batcriticifmht their ruling paflion, they 
will fo refine upon the fcveral texts 
' . * that 

* True philofophy is undoubtedly a real friend ta 
'tfuc religion, the religioii of Christ; and many of 
its moft celebrated profeflbrs have pleaded the caufe 
of that religioa with great ability and fuccefs ; they 
lareboth derived frotn.the iiime IbuntaiA, the bcnevo* 
lent Father oj Light ; and therefore mud of courfd 
harmonize in every thing elTential to the duty a^ 
*happinefs of mankind. 
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A9t fland izT the way of their &veurit^ 
liypothefis, as to rob them of all their 
natural fpirit and liie, and thus facrific^ 
fruthvLf on the altar of vanity. In tttort, 
the h& is, that many excellent well 
meaning geniufes, by following thefc 
deceptions too implicitly, have been fo 
infatuated, as not only to rejed, with 
.the moft decided confidence, fome parts 
of even the New Tefiament, that happen 
not to coincide with the di£latesof their 
infallible reafotiy but alfo to call in qqef.' 
tion the divine infpiration of the whole ; 
and fo on, till they have been led into 
the wilds oi infidelity ; while fome, pof- 
fefled of a lower degree oi rationality, 
and much natural perverfenefs and obiLi* 

nacy, becopae ftill more the dupec of 
blind credulity aiid mad zeal ; hug th^ 
chains of mental flavery, and rivet tbem 
the fafter upon them. 

While, therefore, we cherilh the fpirit 
cijru inquiry^ let us exert our utmoft 

endeavours 



( »7 ) 

cndcavxnirs to guard ^gainft the izng^n 

to which it jnay expofe us ; and to ftecf 
between the extremes of a gloomy dogin^ 
Steal imaginary orthodoxy ^ on the on^ 
l^and, and of the over-refined ff^cur 
lations of the vain phiUfopker andkyper^ 
critic on the other, reiling in the Jimpk 
truth as we fiqd it in our Bi3L£S; 
^Iways bearing it in our minds, thaf 
though it be the province of that nafoH 
«vhich God hath given us, to examine 
^e evidence, and do£lrines there rer 
corded, yet that this (hould be dojif 
mth reverence and ferious confidera.- 
tion, not requiring more evidence tb9i;i 
the nature of the thing wiii bear, or bov 
neft unprejudiced reafpn demands ; re? 
memberihg alfo, that our reafon x^ fallible^ 
and has its limits^ beyond which it can- 
not pafs, without the danger of lofing 
itfelf; and it is fplly in the extreme, fp 
confidently to rely upon its powers as to 
Imagine we can fee through the whole 
9f the imme^fc pl?n of infinite wifdom, 

and 
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and account for every circumftance in 
the f a£ls and do£lrines contained in the 
3lBL£ ; or, that we (hould be able to 
folve all the difficulties that may arife 
in a clofe and attentive view of them ; it 
is indeed impoflible, and by no means 
neceflary to our duty or happinefs. 

Too many, cbnfcious of the fuperl* 
ority of their reafoning powers, and tod 
implicitly confident in their ftrength, are 
apt to overlook their real weaknefs, and 
rafhiy conclude, that nothing ought to 
he admitted as truth, but what THEY 
can fully tomprehtnd. They forget that 
our bufinefs Is properly with the fa3s 
recorded in the tHvinie Word, and their 
*«/? J ; and with the doBrines and morml 
truths thence arifing, and not with the 
MODES ot the produ6Hon of the one, ot 
the abJlraS nature of the other, which 
muft, in many inftances, extend beyond 
the line of our comprehenfion. It ii 
owing to the want of this diIlin£lion, 
that th^ phiiofopher is fo ready to ohjeSE 

to 
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%o divine x^velatlon. He forgets tKit he* 
believes his own exiAence, though igno-' 
rant of the mode of it, in many parti- 
cularsy relative to his body as well as his 
mind. He knows that he is ; but zuAal 
he isy finds himfelf in many refpe£ls mi« 
ferably in the dark about, whenever he 
minutely inquires. 

Here it was that that half Cliriflian». 
half Deiil, Rojftau^ in his Emelius^ (lum-» 
bled and fell, into the awful darknefs of 
fcepticifm. After giving us a mod liye'* 
ly, jufty and convincing account of the 
evidences in favour of Chrillianity, in 
his comparifon between Jesus Christ 
and Socrates^ he concludes, " After all, 
«* this fame Gofpel is full of things in- 
•• credible, and repugnant to reafon, 
•• which no man of fenfe can either 
*• conceive or admit. What then is to 
V be done ? What conduft fhall we 
** obferve amidft fuch contradiftions ? 
" Let us be modeft and cautions ; let uf 
*• refpcft in filence, what we can nei-. 

thcr" 



*^ tlltr H^BSi or coifipreheiid ; let t»f 
'' humble ourfelvdft b^for^ tht OKEA't 
** BfiiN©, who alotte knows the ti*uth." 
Had Roujftau followed his owA ad-> 
vice, and fincerely huitibted himfelf be- 
fore the Git £ AT BEiiQC, furely.he would 
not have dared to fay, " That the Gofpcl 
*' was full of things repugnant to reafon, 
** and which no ratn (Xf fenfe eouM ad- 
*» fliit." He leems to have torgotten 
Aat the powers of <Jur weak depraved 
ireafon, are not the real ftandards of all 
tiuth^ or even of all concdvabks» Men of 
enlarged knowledge and rational im- 
provement, can eafily conceive of niany 
things that are utterly inconceivable by 
the more ignorant and illiterate. Ange- 
lic minds, that are defirbus td look into 
our holy relf^oti, no doubt, perceive a 
dear confiftency in many particulars 
that are above our comprehenflon. T rtie 
humility confifts in admitting this idea, 
and in giving it its full fcope in the fub« 
je£l before us; an^ teaches us not only 

humbly 



humbly to wonder, batalfo htunbtyto 
(elieve. The child df fotrr years old can« 
not be foppofed capable of comprehend- 
ing the reafon and confiftehcy of many 
things his father teaches him» and re- 
quires him to believe^ and commands 
him to do as right and fit ; but he would, 
be juflly coniiddred as very foolifh and 
undutiful if h^ refufed an implicit con- 
fidence in his father's wifdom and good- 
nefs, which he was every day expe- 
riencing, and would not fubmit to his 
authority. 

It appears, however, from the facrcd 
I'ecords, that the time will come, when 
there will be a mudh greater degree of 
jfeligious light thtowii Upon the minds of 
incn : — •• When the knowledge of the 
^ Lord (hall cover the earth as the wa« 
•^ ters the feas ; when the veil {hall be 
•• uken away from the hearts of the 
•* Jews, and the fulnefs of the Gentiles 
" ifaall be brought in >*' when pure and 

genuine 



genuiae Cfariftianity fliall have a more 
univerfal fpread than ever ; and Its pro-i 
felTors be more generally and entirely 
United in their fentiments about its doc^ 
trines ; and where they differ, be indeed 
of one heart and one foul, in true Chrif- 
tian candour and charity. 

To this great event, the fpirit of free 
inquiry is preparing the way, under the 
direflion and controul of the Divine 
Providence, both in this and other coun- 
tries, and (hould therefore be encou- 
raged. This difpofition in the minds of 
men is indeed abfolutely neceflary in the 
natural courfe of things fprtheacquifition 
of ufeful knowledge. The man that ne- 
ver inquires aher truth will never find 
it. He that believes without exami- 
nation, merely by rote, believes he. 
tnows not what, nor wherefore ; it may 
be truik^ it may be the grojfejl error y 
it may be confiftcnt with reafon, or an, 
abfolute contradi,£lion to it. 

But 
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But this happy period will probably he 
preceded by much/piriiual darknefs and 
error, infidelity and vice, in various 
forms*, and in particular inftances even 

D amidft 

* Some fymptoms of theft evili are paft, and fomtf 
now amongft us ; witncfs the Prieffeyan Divinity on 
the one hand ; and the SwedtnborgUn on the other. 
The leaders of thefe parties appear to be hoacft and 
virtuous men, fincerely meaning to ferve the intereft 
of Chriftianity *, both men of genius, and great lite- 
rary accompliOiments, though fo fadly miflaken in 
their religious opinions, The one, mifled by too 
great a confidence in the hftlit'hiiity of his own rtafon; 
the other, by the reveries of tin enthufiaftic imagination, 
Poth feem to aim at giving us a more pe rfe3 gofpei thzn 
what we find ia our Bib lis : The one, by retrench- 
ing it* redundencies ; the other, by {applying it* 
defe£b with new dtfcoveries. 

■ 

As to mfidelity^ its progrefs is alarmingly rapid. 
Many are tht fooh that fay there is no God ; mare that 
fay there is no Chaist. The confequence is, thafe 
vicet in all its moft (hocking forms, \% enforced by thtf ' 
example of the great vulgar, and imitated by the fmaiii 
while too many, even of theprofelTors of religion, take 
up with the form, without ihepower of it ; and plunge 
into the bufmefi and pleafures of the world, with a^ 
die Spirit and talic that diftingui^ the men of ^|. 
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amidft the increafe of nmfih pbitofbpkt' 
^al fpeculatiop, and many other kind;% 
of knowledge ; though al the wprft^ 
there will be flill a. fpirit oi grace and 
fuppllcation, of evangelicai piety and 
virtue, refting upon a con&derable num- 
ber ; and the inqui&tive difpofition be 
Simulated by all thefe circumfiances. 

This is the ufual courfe of the diyinc- 
providence in the condjact qi i^s.ben^yo** 
lent operations in the moral world » Very 
grofs darknefs and idolatry overfpread 
the earth when the patriarch Mraham 
was called to the knowledge and worihip 
of the true God, This was the cafe at 
the revival of religion amongft his pofte« 
rity, under the miniilration of Mofes* 
And long after this, when the Jexdfl^ 
Church and Heathen JVarid-^vfexe mifipriir 
l)]y funk into fpiritual ignorance, infi* 
delity, .and every kind of vice, notwith- 
ilanding the light afforded the one, hy 
their divinely infpired prophets ; apdt 
to the otjier^ by their learned philofo- 

pheri ; 



^!ier&; tlit?n waS the time ol'ourbleflfecl 

Lord's af^^v^mae itt our RtOx in out 

jtf^orld, and of his Opening thie prefent il- 

luftrious difpenfaciott of his Gofpel. It is 

Ihe peculiar g4<fry of the Gdd of wifdont 

to bring light out of the bofom of dark- 

nefs, and dilpiay the riches of bis goOicf* 

neffi^inthe feafonablenefs oiits triumphs, 

over the malevolent powers of fin, and 

which will atlaft be complete and ill uilri* 
«us. 

We are continually hearing of the 

yaft improvements that are every where 

xnakiog in all kinds of knowledge*, and 

D 2 how 

* That great thirft after koowle^ge which animate* 
the fpirit of inquiry after truth, is naturally produo 
live of much philofophical light, and even fpcculative 
atquatntance with religion; but, while human nature 

ootttinu^fo^^rtivedW it it, ourrearonTolKort^iightcl 
aod liable to the bias of prejudice'; and fo puffed up 
i^th the pride of fciemific acquirements, we (hall be 
i&ongly prone to abufe our advantages, by exalting 
thd powert of reafou above revetd^ion, and by that mean» 
ffU into many hertful errora*.- To- prevent thi& gr^t 
cyil, we fiiould be very humble and watchful, conftantly 
implore the divine guidance, and confcientioufly foU 
low the difUtci of a fober an4 ifJlbcrate judgntcnt* 



fabw greatly fuperior our acquaintance 
^ithphilofophy^ criticifm, and every fiib- 
je£l of literary and rational inveftigation^ 
compared with that of our forefathers ; 
and it muft be granted, that there is fome 
reafon for paying this high compliment 
to the genius of the prcfent age ; but ftill, 
it fliould be remembered, that this kind 
cfknowUdge is very different from that 
which enables ustoenter into the effence 
of true religion, or that conftitutes ajuft 
acquaintance with the fpiritual kingdom 
^ God, and of his Christ, as appears 
with abundant evidence from the whole^ 
Bible, and particularly from the New 
Teflament. 

It is. true, philofophy, even in its pre* 
fent imperfeft flate, has done, and con- 
tinues to do eminent fervicc to the inte- 
reft of religion, through the ovcr*ruling 
wifdomandgoodnefsof God, and this 
without the profeffors of it meaning any 
(iich things It naturally tends to cherilh 

the 
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Hht rpirit of inTefligatlon ; palh tbe Ya^ 
man mind into motion ; remove its im* 
tional prejudices; file off the mil of 
bigotry, and give it a more liberal caft ; 
all which muft greatly affift our refearches 
after truth. The like may be laid of read- 
ing hiftory, travelling into other coun- 
tries, and our prefent extenCve commer- 
cial intercourfewiljb the world* But even 
all this is by no means fufficient of itfelf^ 
for the right and efiefiual underftanding 
of the religion of j£8us Christ. So 
far from it, that while, in fome more 
remote and general refpeds, it ferves its 
interefty itis often theoccafionof much 
injury to it in others, through the depra* 
vity of our natures. The fplendor of 
this otherwifeufeful knowledge is often 
too ilrong for the mental eye, at its 
firft openings in religion, and thereto- 
fore bewilders and mifleads the inquirer 
into it; hu/L as the mind ftrengthens, 
and is able to reflet. foberly, it will 

D ^ perceive 



1 a 1 

ffttuht its miftakes ; grow vearjr ..of 
jrviitlefs rdJearches into things in their 
yjpry iia^urc incomprebehfifale ;-i— will 
pontemphte every otye£l more- cau-^ 
liouOy^i and thus find, by happy exp<;* 
ricmre, that trut pkilofcphy and Chrifiu 
fnUy are in perfeQ unifon, and therefjpr^ 
cap nev^r appear in oppoQuon to each 

The yrfH\i» in gpijeral, fe^w* novf in 
ini|ch ^h« fliroiJ pffi4ica|i^cnt, as to fpecu* 
laiiv4 knowU4gi ^nd th^ por^ $Uar an4 
ubuntUaU manifipftation of the GpfpeU 
and it$ fali)tary effefis which we ar<r 
cxpe£liDg as it was when our bleiTed 
Lord made his appearance in the fiefli, 
and opened that new difpenfation oi it 
We now enjoy; the Jfttos were then 
free from thofe gvofs prejudices in 
favour of idolatry, which difgraqed the 
days of their forefathers, and £b <mife<# 
rably polluted their €ouIllry^fbr at this 
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iJme they w<»rlhijpcd the trtiie Go A, 
in their vray^ and abhoited the idea of 
a molten o^ graven iMage, as ati ob- 
je& of devotion ( thiey had alfo their 
(thools of learain^, fnch as they vfttt^ 
ISuid {>leAty of priefts, and fcribes, and 
tioSors ID inftra£l them in Ihe law of 
their Gt>D, and had made fpme prdgrefs 
Ih human fcience i^^The Hfeathen ria- 
tibhs thfeh e«joy*d All the light oi 
ihtit aiibienty and (to them) modern 
phiWfophers, collidftfed as it were, into 
bnt body. But akhidit ail thefe advan- 
lagesi Both yews aAd Gentiles were as 
fat from the genuine, piire, fpiritu^l 
knowledge of true religion as ever, and 
in fome refpefts farther. The Jewifli 
rahbies had fpeculated) criticifed, and 
refined away all the plain cdniiliOri- 
fcnfe meaning of Mv/ts and the Prophets j 
arid ihdlE of the philpfophers of the 
Gentiles had reafoned themfelves out 
oi (heir reafgn^ aud by their enormous 

vices. 
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vice«i fo darkened the moral lateltefc 
and fpirit ftriving in them, that they had - 
totirely loft that little right knowledge 
of God, and his moral government 
and worfliip, . which their forefather* 
pofleffed in the firft ages of the wprld.* 
But when^ amidft this awful mixture 
of light and darknefsi it appeared, 
with full evidence, that the world by 
its wifdom incm not GoD| he was plea^ 
fed to op^n a fource of knowledge 
of which they had no idea, by fend* 
ing his dearly beloved Son umongft 

them, CLOTHEP WITH HUMILITY 5 

and through (his medium give them jult 

views 

* Man« in his hlltn ftate, though bleft with the 
light of reafdn* and of the moral intelleA and feel- 
ing, finds thqfe powers deplorably impaired, dark- 
cned, benumbed, impotent ; that fin dwells in him, 
and the world about hi|n full of temptations dcftnic* 
tive to his happinefs \ and, confequently, is difpofed 
to conTider an external written revelation of the divine 
goodnofs to him as infinitely important and defl* 
rabie* 
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views, of his adorabk nature, perfefiions. 
and government; and of their guilt 
and mifery, duty and teppinefs, in a 
way eminently calculated to difplay the 
exceflency of his own wifdom^ and moft 
eifefiually eoVifound the Pride of the 
Jepnjhjcfihe and the Gentile philofopher^ 
and thils make this Son, indeed, in the 
tnoft important fenfe, the light of 

TH£ VVOKtO, 
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SECTION m. 

The KeceJJitj of adhering to jtrjt PtiH" 

ttpttSt 

TTT^ROM this viqw of things we may 
*^ learn, that iQ ordfic to conduft our 
inquiries into religion properly^ and 
guard efFeSlualljr againft the mift^ko* 
into which we are liable to fall, it ic 
tieccffary to have recourfe to^/y? and 
generally allowed principles^ and keep 
them always in fight in every ftep we 
take in our inveftigation ; for religion^ 
as well as human fcience, hasits^r^cei'j'-. 
nitOy or certain truths, that muft be ad- 
mitted, as felf-evident, or generally grant-- 
ed, from whence we muft commence 
our difquifitions i for infiance in the 
cafe before us : 

Tbat'there is one only felf-exiftent 
ever living and true God ; a Being 
poffeiTedof almighty power, infinite wif. 
4om^ juftice, goodnefs, mercy, and every 

pofliblc 
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poffiblc perfe£liosi ; tkit »£ is the fitft 
(paufe of all odier beiogs, the moral 9$ 
veil af natural. Governor of the world 1 
that mankind, in particalar, are the fub« 
jieds of ihai government, and furniOicdi 
tlKMlgb iH difejient degrees, with capa-* 
cities, laws, ailifiaocea, &c. fuited ro 
th«t piirpofe ; that there is an immuta^ 
ble eternal difierence between moral 
good and evil; the former conne&ed 
vith happinefs, the latter with mtfer}ry 
hy the (bvereign will of God, or as the 
natural and n^celTary refult of his mora) 
perfe£lions ; and that there is a future 
fiate of exiftence defigned for mankihdv 
where this conne£^ton will appear in iti 
(oil perfe£Uoa in the complete and ever^ 
lading happinefs ^of the righteous^ an j 
the inexpreffible mifery of the. wicked ( 
that mankind are here in this world in tf 
ilate of moral darknefa, depravityi aad 
wretchednefs^ yet not without tbetteuie 

«Mkhopeoi»ddiveraace« 

• None 
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Kone but abfolute Atkeijis yrAV pre^' 
tend to deny iht fubjiance^ at leall» of 
thcfe leading truths ; and with Atheijts 
ve have nothing to do here ; they are 
not inquirers after religious or moral 
truth. It is enough for our prefent- 
purpofei that the fober and moft intelK- 
gent of mankind, of all parties and all 
ages and nations in the world, by whau 
^v«r means they came by them, and fo 
far as they were acquainted with them, 
have acknowledged them, at teaft, in 
theory^ however they may have contra^ 
di3ed them in praSicc. 

There are many other truths con-* 
ae£led with thefe, which are neceflfaqr 
to conftitute a fyftem of religion per-* 
fe£lly fuited to the moral condition oh 
mankind, and which, therefore, we 
may conclude the gracious Fath£R o£ 
all would, fomehow or other, communis 
cate to tbeni. And, blefled be hit 
name i we have moll abundant evidence 

that 
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that lie haft afiually done fo ; for if» whb 
the above-mentioned general principles^ 
duly operating upon our minds^ we fin« 
cerc^ly defire to know the truth, ferioufly 
and candidly per ufe the Bible, and izi 
that fpirit of meeknefs, which becomes, 
us, compare its leading fa£ls and doc— 
rines with them, we fhall foon be con* 
vinced that it contains juft fuch a rcve» 
lation as we might reafonably expe£l. 
from a wife, juft, and good God ; a re* 
velation admirably adapted to our con- 
dition, as rational and immortal crea- 
tures, under the moral government of 
God, andyet tranfgreflbrs of his laws;' 
adapted therefore to give us the moil 
clear and ftriking views of the purity* > 
and majefty, the goodnefs and mercy, of 
that government, and of our guilt and 
danger ; and, when by this means our 
moral feelings are awakened, to infpire 
W with the hope of deliverance, and fo 

le^ 
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ievtA MSr to oov duty and happixiefi^ 
And. if we believe the Bible con- 
tains fuch a revelation from the Father 
of Merci^Sf we may be fure hewoultf 
liiere difcover to us ALL the truths ne« 
ceflary to anfwer the end defigned by 
k, and this in a manner fuiEciently plain 
and initlligibU ; or in- fuch terms of ex- 
preffion, in every thing effential, as were 
beft fuited to the common fenfe of man- 
kind, and fo as to fupeicede the necef- 
iity of all metaphyfical invefligation, and 
the refinements of philofopheis and 
critics. Amongil thefe truths, the hum- 
ble inquirer, who reads that divine book 
with an unprejudiced mind, open to 
convidiooi will fifnd tbr following, viz. 

That 

*' Amongil' a number of traftf , both antient and 
nMidcrn,. that might be mentioned here, the author 
wjpuld recQimnend to the reader's peruf^ » fee of 
excellent Sermons on the Divine AiUkopitf, atid onrira^f 
Ufis of the Holy Scriptures^ by his very worthy and 
highly eftecmcd friend, Dr. Samuel Stennett^ whofe 
BoaQy other valuable writingt merit partictUar re^d* 



Tbftt mgaoj \yas BitLcxes^tAvet the monJ( 
likenefe o£ Qo-0^ia parky and righteouf- 
Qefs i tli^t bis^ift now a.falteiiv depraved, 
guilty>. audi tji^refore m many refpe3s, a 
ipireral|le> qi^c^ature ; that God hath, of 
bis siere grace and mercy^ provided for- 
him a Savio.ur from this wretched' 
condition* in the perfoa of his dearly- be- 

l\oyed Sort Jesus. Ch^rist ; that ior the 

• 

e&6iing this falvation* this Son was. 
made. fie(h, dwelt in* our world, and 
taught with peculiar clearneis and power 
the gfeat truths of religion ; particularly 
tb^ forgivene&.of fins to the true peni-^* 
tent ; or, that in exxry nation^ he that fears 
G0D3, and, wari^h rif^kteoujkefs^ is ac* 
cepud ^Aet^.and fball enjoy everjafting 
life ; evinced the divinity of hi» miflioil. 
by a feries of the mod aftonilhing mira- 
cles; died upon a.crofs for our offences ;. 
3^i}d wa&.raifed again tojife for our jafli« 
fipation ; is afcended itito the. heavenly 
vorldt smd Hves. aa4. reignsi there the 

Lord. 



Lord of all ; the Judge of the. qaFck 
and the dead, difpenfing unfpeakable 
happinef$ or mifery to every man ac^* 
cording to his real chara3er of righteous- 
or wicked : and that the great end of 
this amazing difcovery of the divine be- 
nevolence is, to turn men from darknejs ta 
lightyfroM the power of Satan unto God; 
and to give them> an inheritance among Jl 
them that art fanBified through faith in 
Christ; or make them wife, good, and 
happy. 

Thefe truths are, in the general, ^x« 
prefled in the Bible, in language fa 

clear and decifive, that he that runs may 
read them; and, indeed, in thefe truths 
the generality of profeffed Chriftians 
agree,^ though they may differ in their 
mode of explaining them ; or the manner 
in which our falvation is e(Fe£led by' 
Jesus Christ. Thefe differences have 
been too many, and too often fupported 
with (hocking anioiofitieSy and the mofii 
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«rue] perfecutions* Thanks to God, 
this is not fo commonly the cafe now ; 
yet notwithilanding all the more abun«' 
dam light and candour of the prefent 
age, and the more refpe£kful compli* 
ments paid on all bands to the facred 
writings, as the profeifedftandards of re* 
ligious truth, there is ftill a mighty pro« 
penfity amongfi our dogmatical creed- 
makers, to load them with humaji inven- 
tions, under the pretence of explaining 
them, whilll fome of oul* rational di-> 
yinesf 9 as they perhaps too prefumingly 

£ affea 

* If by rational is meant the proper ufe af reafon m 
religion, in contndiflion to a blind fanciful, enthufir 
aiUc credulity, thrre are numbers who adhere to 
the plain fcriptural ftatement of the fads and doc- 
trines of Chriftianity, that have ev«ry way as jufi a 
claim to that appellation, as our more-refined crimes*. 
and philofophers, who fcem to witfh to monopolize^ 
it, ta prder, noi doubt, to fet « brighter glofs upon 
their peculiarities. There cannot certainly be any 
tWng vure rational, thin for fallible ihori-fighted 



man 
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a^le£l to ftile themfelves» ftrive hard t9 
explain many of them away m favour 
of their own particular prejudices; of 
at leaft^ put a fenfe upon them very 
different from that which appears, to* 
common underftandings, to be originally 
intended, by the plain fimpie manner of 
expreffing them which we find in our 
BiBL£S. This might be Ihewn in many 
inftances, would it not carry us too far 
from our objeft. There arc, however, 
two great do£lrines thaty^^m to be e/fential 
to the Chriftian fcheme of religion and 
its peculiar glory, with which, though 
exprefled In the facred writings in 
terms the moft clear and explicit, too 
many of our rational gentlemen feem to 

be 

. nantofobmit hii rea(biiings to tht plain and expre& 
^dates of infinite wifdom, and 

•' Where he can't unriddle learn to truft ;»• 

.And not haftily pronounce every thing he doci not 
atprtfcat undcrftaad, an abfolute abfurdity. 
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begrievoufly offended, and labour with all 
their might to expunge from their creed. 
Thai is to fay, the do£lrine of Atone- 
ment; or of the death of Christ^ 
as an expiatory facrifice for fin, and the 
appointed medium of forgivenefs to the 
penitent finner ; and that of the rea- 
lity OF the special gracious in« 

FLUENCES OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT 

upon our minds, in order to the effe6l- 
ing that repentance, faith, and holincfs, 
which is neceflary to the enjoyment of 
God and eternal life. We have not 
room here for the full difcuflion of 
thefe fubjefls, but the inquifidve reader 
may condder the following brief hints. 
And firft as to the great doflrine of the 

ATONEMENT. 

Taking this do3rine as it lies in the 
Bible, the obje£lions againft it feem* 
to be fo far fetched, oyer*refined« and 
extremely frivolous, that it is really 

£a afioniJhing 
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kftonifliing to find men of fenfe anit 
learning fo fcrioufly making them. 

They tell us, •* That it is a great 
^* difhonour to GoD, to fuppofe, that his 
" mercy and grace to finful men takes 
•• its rife from any thing but his own 
•* eflential goodncfs." — ^We grant it;^ 
but reply, that God's appointing and 
giving his dear Son to be a propitiatory 
facrifice for our fins by his death upon 
thecrofs, takes its rife entirely from his 
own ejfential goodnefs : — GoD fo loved 
tke worlds that he gave his only 'begotten 
Son^ (Sc. This then is' a groundless ob- 
je£lion, a mere raifing of a dufi to blind 
our eyes. 

But ive are further told, ** That the* 
^ fuppofition of an atonement, as nece/^ 
" fary to forgivenefs, is as much as to 
*^ fay that the goodnefs of God vras not 
•^in itfelf fufficient for the purpofe, or' 
*• that without an atonement, he could' 
•' not forgive even the moft penitent,^ 
' *' and 
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^ an<l confeqiiently muft leave him to 
^ defpair and mifery." 

We reply, we' do not prefume to fay 

what God could^ or could not do in this 

cafe ; it is enough to fay, that whence-^ 

Soever this necefljty of atonement might 

arife, he himfelf has taken care to an-^ 

fwer to it, by providing a proper one.—** 

And this circumflance (hews that this 

ncceffuy does not arife from any want oC 

goodnefs in God, or the infuffitiency of 

his giace without it ; and confequentiy 

no fincereiy penitent finner can have 

any reafon to defpair of mercy. Hi^ 

cafe is juft the fame upon our ground a; 

that of the obje£lors. 

. They fay, ** That to reprefent God; 

^f as requiring an atonement, and ac- 

** cepting of it in the finner *s behalt, is' 

*^ to deftroy entirely the idea of the' 

^^freemfsand liberality of his grace^ of 

*' which the fcriptures fpeaks fo highly ; 

** for, if be receives an equivalent atone-' 

t . Eg •* ment 
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^* mcnt for our fins, hia fcwrgivmg ihenr 
•• becomes a matter of i/<4<, not oS grace f 
•• oijujiicc^ not of mercy.'* 

We reply, this would be near ilw 
truth, were the finner to provide thcj 
atonement; but as this is every way 
impolTible, and God has, of his own 
free goodnejs provided it for him, the 
forgivenefs \% $is much the matter of 
pure gracious niercy, as if granted with-« 
out it ; and indeed* fetsi the divine libt^ 
raliiy in a dill ftronger light. 

They tell us alfo," That we arc com^ 
*' mandcd to forgive one another, as 
*' GpD iorgives us ; but that, as we are 
** not authorifcd to infift upon ahyi 
atonement before we forgive our 
offending penitent brother, we may^ 
•' be fure Gon would not require it ; 
our duty is, if our brother repTent to 
forgive him; and fo, therefore, we D\ay 
V conclude God forgives us, elfe we 
** could not be laid to fopgiveaihedoes.*^ 

Wc 






u 
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We reply, ^bt cales are not paratlei, 
Kirhich the argument fuppofes them to be. 
God is to be confidered as a fovereign 

lawgiver and judge over us, and as fuch 
has a charafier to maintain, of the ho* 
Aour and dignity oi which the fcriptures 
reprefent him as exceedingly jealous ; 
but this is not the cafe between us and 
our offending brother. The as^ there^ 
iore, here mufi be taken, in that limited 
and reftrained fenfe it often is, and mean 
only as truly ^Jincerely^ and frequently. 

We are farther told by thefe gentle- 
men, ** that wheii the fcriptures fpeak 
' of Christ dying as a facrifice for our 

* fins, it is to be underftoodT^^vra/it/^^ ; 

* as our alms, praifes, and the devotion 

* of our bodily and mental powers unto 
' God are called facrifices." 

We reply, that the vfoxA /acrificey in 

fcripture, generally means fomething of* 

Jind unto God t or devoted to his fer-^ 

ric^ I fomctimies it denotes a mere giftp 

£ 4 a 
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ft thank 'offering, &c. at other tim^s al 
propitiatory vidim^ or the blood or 
life of fame animal prefented to God by 
\way of atonement for fome offence, or 
tranfgreffton o¥ bis law. The queftion i$, 
in which of thefe (enfes we mufl undeiw 
ftand it, ivhen applied to the deaih or 
blood of Jesus Christ ? and here, if 
we take the Bibl£ for our direflory, wt 
fhall find, that under the law of Mojcs^ 
amongft many other kind pf facrifices^ 
there were fome exprefsly appointed fof 
the expiation of guilt ; or as the indif" 
penfibiy ntcrffary medium or condition of 
its forgivenefs, and the tranfgreffors re- 
itoration to the divine favour. It is cvi* 
dent that thzftfacrijices were not Jigmra^ 
^/c;f but r^a/ with refpefl to the ceremo- 
nial guilt they were intended to expiate!", 
%i real as the guilt and its forgivenefs. 
And if we believe the apoftle*s ftatemeni 
of the cafes (Hebrews ix. 13, &c.) to be. 
right, the blood or death of J^sv^- 

Christ 



T^HjiisT basjuft the fame €OB9erit iH 

the removal of our moral guilt and refto* 

ration to the enjoy ment of the favour of 

Goi> forfeited by it, as the legal facrir 

fices had. in the removal of that ceremiU 

fnal guilt to which they referred ; that 

is, it IS the true and real medium^ xMt 

fate ^ua nan, the indifpenfibU requifite of 

the penitent finner's forgivenefs and re* 

conciliation with Goo. Accordingly, 

the words in fcripture, relative to the 

death or blood ol Christ, as an expid* 

tory facrifice^ are every where as clearly 

^nd ftrongly exprtffive of a true and real 

facrifice, or proper atonement, as in thb 

cafe of the legal facrifices ; fuch as his 

hearing our fins in his body ; his taking 

them away by the facrijice' of himjelf\ hi* 

being ftiled the Lamb of God, that takes 

sway the Jin of the world, &c. (3c^ Iri 

fiiorty we may, with as much propriety 

talk oK jiguraiivi guilty figurative pardon^ 

IbbA call the lbrro\ySy and pains, and 

wounds, 
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«ik>ii»dl» .which the Saviaar cndoreJ, 
JigMraiive.-^li^h^ and forgirenefs,aiiKl 
recoaciliation wttfa Gob, be reaiudeir^ 
fach muftbethat facrtfice that removes 
the one, and makes way for the other. . 

li they flill inCft upon it, ** That^ 
'* that is meant by Christ's flieddijig^ 
** bis blood as a facrifice for us, iSi^ 
.** that be thereby fealed and confirmed 
.*^. the new covenant promifes c^ finw 
givenefs and eternal life to the faith 
and hope of the humble penitent, 
*< and that this was an acceptable Ja^ 
V crijice unto Goo, as aU good works 



•« 



f* are," 



. We reply, that Stephen^ and Jamts^ 
fnd jlntipas^ and many others, fealed the 
Jame teftimony . with their blood, offers* 
ing their lives as a facrifice to God^ 
highly acceptable i but we never read 
of their bearing our fins in their bodies, 
taking them away by ihi^Jacrifice of thtnu 
fHvcs^ or of redeeming^ us U> Goipt bf thdt 
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Uacd^ Here then U an ^ii/ic/ diflcr^act 
between their (acrifices and thac of 
Christ t ibeir'a were mtrt off€rimgs\ 
this of Chri$t, an tinpiaiory oUaiwni 
theirs were mcTt\y Jiguraiixfe facrifica; 
that of CHRiSTa real oblation for the 
removal of guilt. 

They alfo plead, ** That it muft be 
** grofs injuftice to require the innocent 
*• to fufFer for the guilty.** We fay, no, 
if the innocent fuifers voluntarily, or by 
his own choice, does it for fome impor? 
tant end, for a time only, and is abun* 
dantly rewarded for his goodnefs, ^yhic^ 
is the cafe here ; Je/us Chrift did freely: 
and of choice fufier and die; and this to. 
anfwer the moft important eiids in thst 
moral government of God, and the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, and at laft was 
rewarded with the higheft honours and 
everlafiing felicity. And it is certain/th^t 
as all fuffering implies ^zaZ^, and Ji^sus 
Chri ST wasperfe^ly innocent, be could 

fiot* 
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Wibljujtly fufler on his own account ; ht^ 
iufferiags, iherefore, muft be vicarious,. 
or OB the account of our guik> in our 
ftead^aml for our deliverance from its 
niinous confequences; or in tke apoftler's;. 
language, the jujl for the unjiift^ that he; 
might bring us unto God.* 

In fine, it is agreed on both fides, 
God does not forgive fin without re{pe6E 
lo fome fuitabU cmfidtradon or rtafon i 
The qucftion is, what it is ? whether tha 
finner's repentance Avo^z^ or fome ex^ 
fiaiory facrtficej or both ? If the former, 
then there is a necejfary prerequifitii ac-^ 
knowledged; and the tatter is no more* 
Knee therefore the facred writings fay 
fo much, and that {ofirongjly exprejim oi 
the idea of an expiatory facrifice^ as the^ 

appointed 

* »Cor. V. 81. The Apollle Taysythat Jiius Chkist . 
who knew no Jin nuu modern fir us, ihat we mghthe made 
tke Hgkiemtfiefs ef Goo » kiwt. What could the inno^ 
cent jMus have to do with oar (io, if kti death ktZTt 
lipt ftt ecpiatory iacrifice for it ? 
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appointc4 roedium In (his cafe, why: 
^puld we not admit it; efpecially as by 
doing, fo. ,we by no means fet afide the 
jteceiBty of repentance ; but encourage 
and enforce it, by the mofi aSe£ling mo* 
tivcs?. We, therefore^ plead for both, 
for an expiation^ as the meritorious ground 
or re.afon of the grant of pardon, and for 
repentance^ as the proper qualijication 
for the aBual receiving and enjoying the 

invaluable bleffing. 

Upon the whole, does not our view of 
the death oi the Son of Goo, tend to 
give us an infinitely more exalted idea of 
the majelly of the divine government, 
and the riches of the divine grace ; ren- 
der fin much more odious, and our obli- . 

« 

. gations to repentance and holinefs much 
more endearing, powerful, and anima« 

ting, than theirs? Why then fo much, 
pains taken to get rid of the idea of a . 
real and proper atonement by the blood 

of Christ? What advantage has the 

• • • . . * * 

rejeSor 
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rcjeflor of it, over him who embrace* 
it, as to his duty and comfort in this 
world, or his happinefsin the hcXt? 

And yet, aftonifhingto fay, this grat»f 
truth, which runi through the whole 
Bib L£, gives apecufiar arid vital energy 
to the whole fyftem of evangettcal rtK- 
gion, and the Chriftian's hopd i and i^, 
indeed, one of the moft dillinguiSiing 
excellencies in th& Redeemer's ehav 
racler : — This important doftrirte is^ not 
only flatly denied, but treated as aii in- 
tolerable abfurdity by too many pfofef- 
fors of Chriftianity f One of thefe di- . 
v^nes, fcrupled not to fay, to the* author 
of thefe refIe£lions, when tallying upon 
this fubjeft, " That the blood of Christ 
** had no more to do with the forgivenefs 
"* of our fins, than the blood of Alexander 
" the Great r* This is fpeaking out with 
a witnefs ! but does it not look too much 
like counting the blood of t%e cox/enant an 
Mnkoly thing f Olherifof th^iii alfo fell 
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us in prints •* That there is not 4ke haft 
"hint in the Bible of mercy being 
•* granted to man, out of regard to the 
*• fufferings or merit ef any other being 
*' whatever." Is it poffible that thefe 
gentlemen can read their Bib LB^zaUAiaui 
prejudice^ or with a lincere defire to 
know and embrace the truths or formr 
their religious fentimcnts upon the plan 
there laid down ? One would hope fo ; 
but it is to the laft degree aftoniOiiag how 
it can be ; efpecially when they read 
fuch paflages as reprcfent our receiving 
every mercy, and particularly pardoa 
and eternal life, through Christ- and 
him crucified*. 
And then as to the do£lrine of 

DIVINR 

/ 

'* Amongft many excellent publication* on thi^ 
fubjcfl, the Rev. Martin Tomkins*s Chrift the Midiator^ 
recommended by Dn Watts, deferves particular no^ 
ticie I as does a fmaU volume of Strmont^ by m^ Btttel^ 
tfteemed friend Dr. C E>vmUf Ute prcfidetit'pC thtt 
Academy it Briilol* 



J 
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DIVINE INFLUENCES. 

It muft be acknowledged that too 
many weak well-meaning Chriftians 
have fometimes talked very abfurdly 
about this dodrine, and thereby fur- 
niflied the oppofers of it with objec- 
tions ; but it does not necefiarily foU 
}ow, that it is not, when rightly under- 
fiood, both rational and fcripturah 

The beft things may be abufcd, and the 
mod falutary truths perverted, but fliould 
not on that account be reje6led. 

If we ourfelves, by conve^rfation with 
one another, when prefent, orby epifto* 
lary eorrefpondence, when thoufands of 
miles diftant, are capable of fuggefting 
fuch inftruflions and motives of con- 
flu£l, as (hall induce us to a£l in this or 
that particular manner, can it be juftly 
thought irrational to believe that the 
great Father of our fpirits, in whom wc 
iez/e, and move^ and have our icing, who is 
tenderly concerned for our happincfs, 
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fiiould, In fome manner, peculiar to hinv- 
felf, and perfectly confiftent with our 
natures as moral agents, convey to us 
fuch light, and fuggeil fuch motives as 
he fees fit and necelfary to ' lead us into 
our duty, and enable us to purfue our 
happinefs with fuccefs ? Did he not do 
fo, when he opened the heait of Lydia^ to 
attend to the things fpoken by Paul? It is 
certain, however, that all divine revela- 
tion in general, and prophecy and mira- 
cles in particular, efpecially thefpeaki^g 
at orice in otherwife unknown tongues, 
muft imply a divine influence on the 
human mind; and ifthisbethe cafe in 
fuch extraordinary inflances, why not in 
fome degree in the more ordinary, feeing 
the main end in both is the fame, viz. 
die infiruHion, holinefs, and happinefs 
of piankind; and when it is fo glaringly 
evident that the moral depravity of the 
hum^n nature renders it fo extremely 

necelfary ? 

' IS This 



I 

i 



* This doftrine, however, is clearly ex- 
prefTed ia the B|BL£^, and appears to 
\>e univerfally believed by the wife and 
good there recorded. There we find 
regeneration^ or the moraUreationol man, 
reprefeuted as really the work of God 
9S the natural creation of the world. 
There it is pofitively faid, that all true 
Chriftians are born ^ God; enlightened, 
fan£lified, quickenedi coniforted, and 
delivered from the law of fin and death 
by the fpirit of life in Ghhist Jesus; 
that hc^Jkeds abroad the love of God iit 
their hearts ; helps their infirmities, 
(eaches them to pray, enables them to 
mortify the deeds of the body, &c. that 
ourjufficiency is not ofourfelves to think any 
things as of ourfelves, but our fuiEciency 

i& 

. * The ApoAle (i Corinthianst xii. 3} fayt, that na 
inam can fay that Jesus Christ is Lord (that is, 
become a true Chrillian) .but by the Holy Ghoft. 
And (Romans viii. 9) if any man have not the fpirit 
of Christ, he i& none of his. 
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is of God*. There we are informed 
of a throne of grace ^ to which we may (ipply 
for ^race to help us in every time of' need / 
but what occaQon for this, \i by a kind 
of conftitutional grace, given us as men, 
with the external means of improving 
it, we are already in poifeflion of every 
reqaifite for the efFecling our falvation, 
independent of all further communica- 
tions from the DfiiTY ? Upon this fup- 
pofition we have nothing more to ex* 
peft from Aim, nor has h'S any thing more 
to bellow upon us, and confequently all 
aj}plieations to bis throne, for any iar^ 

F 2 ther 

* Tins do^^iineisfo connatura! to the mind of man, 
that the more tfiilight.cned Heathens acknowledge it.— 
Seneca fays, « Mirarij hominem ad Deos ire ? Dcus" 
** ad homines venit ; imo (quod propius eft) in ho, 
" mines venit. NulU fine I>ep mens bona eft,"--? 
Sen. Epift. rxxiii. 

That is, Do you wonder thai man Jhould approach unto 
**e Gods f God approachts unto Utm yea (which is pll 
^re to thepurpofejm »ntc»s INT9 tu^m. No 
*«» becomes a gMd m» without Cod, 
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thcr fupplies of grace mufl. be nothing^ 
better than a folemn farce, a downright 
mockery of the divine majefty, and our 
own fouls. In (hort, the Bible abounds 
in prayers grounded upon the belief of 
this bleffeddoflrine which we are plead- 
ing for, with many a prefling exhorta- 
tion to the duty, and many great and pre- 
cious promifes of fuccefs in it.* And, 
indeed, the prayers of thefe gentlemen 

themfelvcs 

* This clo6lriTie, as dated in the Bible, is plainly 

thus ; — That we arc in ourfelvcs fallen creatures, xnifc- 

rably depraved, and in danger of abfolute ruin. That 

the means of our falvation are in our hands, ivith a 

power to ufe them ; but that the power neceflary 

to render them efFe£lual, is in the hand of God ; 

though with the promife of freely imparting it to 

thofe who flncerely feek it in the proper ufe of the 

means he has appointed. Thus the blefied Goo fe- 

cures aU the glpiy of our falvation to himfelf, and 

his free grace in Christ Jesus, and leaves the finner 

that perilhes without excufe. Thus exhortations and 

promifes go hand in hand : and prayer for further 

grace appears a neceffary and important duty* Afk^ 

andyejhali receive f/ech^ and yt Jhtdljind*^ 



[ 59 ] 

themrdves are ufually exprefled in fuch 
language as ihews, that they believe this 
doclrine when they pray, though they 
deny it when they reaj'on about it. Into 
fuch inconfiflencies men are often driven 
who feel the force of truih at one time, 
and that of their prejudices againil it 
more prevalent at another. 

The humble Chriftian, however, amidft 
the various trials of life, really fenfible 
of his own weaknefs and infufficiency 
for the proper difcharge of his duty, and 
the fecurityof his happinefs, will tell us, 
that he finds the firm belief of this doc* 
trine afford him the greateft encourage- 
ment and fupport; infpire him with 
hope, give new vigour to his exertions ; 
and that he can indeed do all things 
through Chki ST Jlrengthening Azzw. 'The 
rejeftors of this do6lrine cut themfelves 
off from thefe refources of comfort, and 
muft be left to fight their way through 
the many and powerful enemies to their 

F 3 bap- 
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tiapplnefs they meet with, as well as they 
can. This however is not the worft of 
the cafe, for the doQrine they embrace 
in oppofition to ours, not only leaves 
them thus forlorn and deflitute, but has, 
indeed, a moil pernicious and (hocking 
tendency. The vicious are thereby 
taught to believe that they are of /Am- 
Jtlvcs^ without any farther conimunica* 
tions of grace, every way fufficient for 
the important bufinefs of fecuring their 
•everlaftinghappinefs \ and that they can 
at any more convenient feafon, when- 

I 

ever they plcafe, repent and become 
truly righteous* This idea naturally 
tempts them to give the reins to their 
vicious propenfities, and indulge them- 
felves in the pleafures of fin, without 
the leail fear of the confequences. In 
a word, the apoflle charges us, to work 
out our falvation with Jtar and tremblings 
iecaufe God worktth in us to will and to 
^ ofhisgoodpUaJurc : But the language 

of 
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of thefc gcntlerocir'is, — " work out yoitr 
" falvation without fear or trembling, 
" for you have it in your power to db 
'** it at your own good pleafure.'* Which 
of thefe is moil like the language of 
truth, might, one would think, be left to 
the decifion of any ferious unprejudiced 
mind. 

From this view of things we may fairly 
conclude, that all fpeculations on divine 
fubjefts, that tend to lead us'out of fight 
of thefe two important doBrines^ and to 
fubilitute any philofophical refinements 
in their place, Oiould be fufpefted, at 
leaft, of being the nefarious offspring of 
t\l^t pride ojreafon^ which mankind are fo 
prone to indulge, 

Inilead of fuch bold and alarming free- 
doms with Xh^facred zvord^ which fome 
'of our too curioufly fpeculative divines 
ib often take, would it not be much 
more becoming us to endeavour to im- 
prefs our minds with an humble fenfe 

of 
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of their weaknefs, fubmit to the dic- 
tates of that word, and fimply believe 
tipon the divine teftimony, what our 
Jober reckon will tell us may be true, 
though we cannot comprehend the man*- 
nir how ? But fome of our ra/2^;ra/gentle* 
men have a moil vehement averfionto 
MYST ER Y,asthey aflfeflto call every thing 
in religion which happens not to fuit 
their tailc, or tall in with their precon- 
ceived opinions, and which,* therefore, 
they wi(h to caft out of their creed. 
Hence they find this fame objedable 
myjlery^ not only in the unfcriptural dog- 
mas of our ovet'-doing zealots for ortho- 
doxy, about original Jitt ; the Holy Tri- 
nity \ the miraculous conception of Chkut, 
his atonement for ourjins ; the decreesof 
GpD ; the extent of his grace; and the 
operations of his Spirit on the human 

mind; but even the biblical account of 

• ■■•<" 

thefe do6lrine$, and therefore reje£l not 
only the former^ as in finne inflaoces 

they 
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they juftly may, but the latter alfo, and 
give up thedo3rinesthemfeIves,becaufe 
they ^nAJometJung In them which they 
cannot comprehendyfomithing myJUrious ; 
not duly confidering that this is the cafe 
in the natural as well as moral world ; — 
not only the abftraQ effence and pecu* 
liar perfe£lions of God himfelf, but 
alfo of his works of creation and provi* 
vidence ; many of the powers and pro- 
perties of created beings; the fupport 
and government' of the univerfe, yea 
even our own exifience ; — all abound 
with incomprehenfibks; {om^ihing too high 
for us \ — fomething myfterious i and yet 
the things themfelves are univerfally be- 
lieved by us, well knowing that the full 
and perfefi comprchtnjion of all that be- 
longs to the objefl of our faith, is no 
more neceflary to our reception of it for 
the purpofes of our duty and happinefs, 
than the philofophical knowledge of the 
nature of human food, and the powers 

of 



^Jigt^on, Jtioriicifliiajlepedfani it 
srdtn- to ihc caommi nfe sf Aam for the 
fiijijiwi of liif: bsdiiv i^ic 

MncfaiD duE^aTpDfc/V. Fri^Uey hat 
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(erve the purpofes of fuperftition and 
prieftcraft; they wrap up their abfard 
and pernicious doflrines in the veil of 
an unintelligible jargon, call them holy 
myftefies^ and demand our belief of them 
as fuch. 

In order to avoid this iniquitous foil/, 
ourrationalifts are apt to run into the 
oppofite extreme, and tell us pojitivdy 
that there arc no myfimes in the religion 
of Christ; nothing required to be ^^- 
lieved, but what we comprehend* They for- 
get that there are many myfterious cir- 
cumftances connefled with theJaffsBXii 
doiirines recorded i n the Bib LE^fo clofily 
end infeparably^ that while we believe 
the one, we muft alfo believe the 
other. Our blelTed Lord intimates 
to NicodemuSt that there was fomething 
incomprehenfible in the caufe and ope- 
rations of the natural mnd^ as well -as in 

m 

the produflions of the new birth by the 
divine Spirit, and that as he Ibelieved 
the one, he might as rationally belive the 

otber# 
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Other. All miracks^rc mjficriouSf and 
yet we believe them ; believe them as 
the e(Fe£ls of the divine power, though 
we know nothing of the mode of its ope- 
ration in producing them. The apof- 
tle (] Cor. XV. 51) calls the change that; 
will pafs upon the bodies of the dead 
and the living at the refurreflion, a 
MYSTERY, as it moft undoubtedly is, and 
yet fpoken of as an an objeS of faith and 
hope, intended tor our comfort; — we 
believe the thing it/elf will take place, 
though we knew not how it will or can 
be. An inhabitant of the Torrid Zone, 
may be induced to believe, upon the 
tcftimony oi one whofe knowledge and 
veracity he can truft, that water in our 
country often becomes a folid fubilance, 
of a confiftency fufficient to bear very 
great weights ; and yet reducible to its 
liquid {late again ; though he may not 
be able to conceive how it is pofSble. 
Hence thefe gentlemen alfo are fo very 

folicitou» 
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follcitou^ to reduce the number of 
ntiraclts recorded in the Bible. Miracle 
is ihc/ori of the Infidel ; it affords him a 
moft delightful fund of matter fordecla-- 
mation againft the Ckrifiian Rcligiou ; — 
this alarms them ; for with all their mif- 
takes, they are the fincere friends of this 
religion, and many of them juftly num«» 
bered amongft its ableft defenders ; but 
poflefling a little too much of that pride 
cfintelled which diftinguifhes their oppo* 
nents, thc^ feel themfelves inwardly 
cibamed of a credulity fo vulgar, as that 
implied in the belief of miracles, any 
farther than they are compelled by the 
irrefiftlble force of evidence, and, con- 
fequently, exert their moil Itrenuous 
efforts to explain away as many of them 
as they conveniently can ; and even 
venture to reprobate the idea of our 
bluffed Saviour's miraculous incar- 
nation ; or his being born into our 
world, in our flelb^ out of the common 

couffe 
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courfe oi nature, though the facred wri- 
ters fpeak of it as a certain Ja& ; and as 
one of the greatell glories of his exalted 
charafler. One of thefe rational divines* 
iialls it, *' A monftrofity, exceeding all 
*• that ever poets feigned, all that fava» 
*• gcs ever believed!!!** This is bold 
talking; but is it coAfiftent with that 
humble reverence with which the Book 
of God fliould be treated ? furely very 
far from it. And the only reafon they 
can give for fuch prefumptuouf contra- 
didion to the aflertions of the facred 
eracles, is, " They cannot conceive how 
t* it could be ! ! !*' And is there any one 
miraculous fa£i to be met with In the 

Bible, 

* Mr. Barents Cordial for Low Spirits^ preface, page xo. 
Dr. Price in his fermoat on the Chrifiian DoBrine^ 
{peaking of the humiliatiox] of Christ in becoming 
ntan, as incomprekenfibUj juftly obferves, — ** That thofc 
x'who will believe nothing the manner of which they 
*K cannot comprehend, muft be in the way to believe 
** liothing at all." — Page 141. 
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Bible, that they can comprehend how it 
could be ? for inflance, the creation of 
the world ; the refurre£lion of the dead ; 
or of our blefled Lord's feeding fo 
many thoufands to their fatisfa3ion,with 
five loaves and two fiihes. 

Thefe and the like are dangerous re- 
finements, and tend to ftrengthen, rather 
than weaken the caufe of infidelity; how- 
ever, it is certain they are not calculated 
to anfwer any good end, and are quite 
unnecefTary and ufelefs -, for, after ail 
the labour of thefe faliidious theologills 
in this way, there will ilill remain mi- 
racles enow in the Bible to afford the 
fceptic very fufHcient fcope for the exer- 
cife of his mifchievous genius. Nor is 
there, indeed, any reafon why we (hould 
be either afhamed or afraid to own that 
we believe the miracle of the incarnation^ 
or any other objefted to, which we find 
in our Bibles; they are all equally 
eafy to omnipotence, and the progrefi^ 
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meatcb ottbem eqiJoAly incg^rtkenfiHe^ 
and out of tbe reach of the ttiklerllaadiiig 
of the moB. penetrating pbilofopher. It 
is^in fad, to no parpofe to get rid of one 
or two, or any number of the mlraclei 
there recorded, in order id avoid the 
fneer^ or eavils of infidels, while there 
is any one remaining ; the difficulties in 
ill are in reakiy the fame ; and the &m< 
kind of ao-gaments, that wouhi vindicate 
tnyone of them, would viildioaiie aU tht 
reft ; of which arguments we haveabun^^ 
dant furfitciency withlout hatvimg reeourfe 
to fttch pitiiul expedients as thefe over 
deUcate believers fugged to u». Seeing 
tben> on the one hand, that mankind are 
116 Imiger difpofed to take matters^ upoil 
truft in the great bufmefs of religion, ot 
implicitly f^bmit to die dilates of other 
fallible ixieri, as they ufed to do> but 
Vilt tUkik and jud|pe for tfaemfelvet 1 
and ye£, on the oth^r hand* that fuch t 
variety of erroneous, and even hurtful 

G ' opinions, 
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epinionsi are the confequeiice of th«i# 

ardour lor Jree inquiry^ fo generally pre- 

Valenti what is to be done ? To attempt 

to quench this invefiigating fpirit, muft 

be exceedingly impolitic, as well as un- 

juft, and indeed impoflibte. Our duty 

then mud be to endeavour to keep it 

under proper reftraints and regulations i 

to indulge, it| indeed« in ourfelves and 

others, but with the most S£RI0US 

ANJ> WATCHFUL CARE } uking everj 

flep in our inquiry with an attentive 

eye on every fide ; keeping our paflions 

temperatei and our prejudices as much 

out of the ^ay as poffible ; having our 

minds open to convi£lion ; but particu« 

larly cautious of being impofed on by 

appearances, and the ^r^y/d/K^j of ntM 

iight.^-^To rejefl all innovations indifcri* 

minatelvi or refolve to adhere, at all 

events, to any particular dofirine of 

faith, or mode ofworOiip, merely betaufe 

It 
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it has the fanftion of aMiifmiij^^ difco* 
vers great weaknefs and folly ; nor lefs 
fo an over eager catching at every thing 
that happens to wear the face of novelty^ 
Our bufincfs is to avoid both thefe ex- 
tremes, and follow the plain fober light 
of fimple truth, as it Ihines in its firft 
leading principles, wiiiin the humble 
heart, and ilill more abundantly wiihout^ 
in the written word. 

The love of truth, fo natural to the 
liberal well-ordered mind ; the confci-. 
oufnefs of poflefling a fight to judge for 
ourfelves in the concern of reiigioh. 
and the liberty of exercifing that right 
as we find occa&on ; all tend to kindle 

G 9 in 

* ^pon tliti principle, there could have been no. 
refonnation from Popery, or eve^ from Paganifm | 
ftnd yet upon this abfurd prinoipIe,^m«, even in this 
enlightened age, are raifing a doleful outcry againft 
«// inntvUUns in religion \ not confidering thatf in 
fad, thiit errors are inn9waiofU\ and the removing 
them nothing but reftorii^a Ch^iftianity to itf primi*. 
live purity. 
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^^digedion, is to theifliterate peaJTant in 
order to the common ufe of them for tho 
fupport of his bodily liJe^ 

Much to this purpafe Dr. Prkjttey has 
obferved in the preface to his InftituUs 
^f Religion^ " That the mind of man will 
•* never be able toi contemplate the 
•' bein^^ perfeSfionsy and providence. ofGoD^ 
without meeting with inexplicable dif» 
ficulties. We may iivA fufficietd reafon 
^* for acquiefcing in the darknefs that in- 
volves thefe great fubjeSls^ but wc muft 
never expeft to fee them fet in a per- 
teftly clear light." 
Happy for the Chriftian caufe would 
it have been, it the Do£lor had applied 
thefe juftobfervations to the great doc- 
trines of the prc'^exijlence and miracuhtts 
conception of Christ^ the Atonement^ and 
many other evangelical truths, which 
they are well adapted to fupport, inftcad 
of deciding fo peremptorily againftthem 
as he has done ; but wife and good men 

fometimes 
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fometlmcB forget Ahemfclvcs, and lofc 
iight of their own maxims. 

It was a celebrated faying of thelat^ 
Hr.Jamei Ftfler^ and Which, it is rc- 
ported, the late Lord BolirtgbreA^ of fcep- 
tical memory highly applauded, " That 
•* where niyjlery begins religion cn4s.'* 
— The D oft or was a man of fenfe and 
learning, and a fincere friend to religion 
in his way, but here he certainly forgot 
faimfelf a little ; and it is often feen, 
when thefe very fenfible people take it 
into their heads to talk abfurdly, they 
do it to the purpofe. The confcioufnefs 
of the fuperiority of their own wifdom 
is apt to dazzle and confound them. 
They do not diftinguifti between the 
realmyjieriis^ihzi muitexift in th^ ab- 
ftraft natures and operations of invilible 
powers, and thofe of merely human invent 
tion : here indeed it mtift be acknow-- 
ledged the world has been ihamefuUy 
abufed, by artful and defigning men, to 

fervc 
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SEC TI.O N iV. 

A fair unprejudiced Study of the Scrip^ 
tures recommended^ 

J^Tthe Book of God we have a fure 
and infallible direQory in the impor- 
tant bufinefs of religious inquiry ; — A 
tight Jhining in a dark place^ to which wc 
do well to take heed. But, in. order to 
avail ourfelves effefiually of this aid, 
ive muft. life it properly ; that is with 
the deepeft reverence and humility ; 
laying adde our prejudices, and fubmit- 
ting to its decifions with the ^mplicity 
of children ; without fuch a difpofition 
of mind, this book will be of very little 
ufe to us in our refearches after truth. 
But in this point, alas! we miferably 
fail ! for though we (Protefiants at leaft) 
appeal to the Bibl£, as the ftandard oi 
our religious faith, yet to how little pur- 
pofei the fpirit and condafl of too many 



( V ) 

of th« appellants who run into extremes, 
very evidently fliew. They refer on« 
another to ihu ko^k^ not as it came out of 
the hands of the facred writers, but as 
new modelled by themrelvps, to fuit 
their refpeflive fyftems of faith, or phii- 
lofofphical prejudices; and therefore, 
are fiiil as much at variance with one 
another, aiid with truth, as if there was 
no fuch book in the world. This appeal, 
thus managed, is a mere farce; they do not 
in reality mean any fucb thing, on either 
fide ; fo far from it, that we find thefn 
ufing all the art and fopbiftry they ari9 
capable of, to turn and twiQ, and eveti 
torture the facred text, in order to 
fupport their refpeftivc predeUrminei 
opinions ; and if they cannot do this by 
any other means, will flatly ddhy the au* 
ihenticity of (be text itfelf, artid call it % 
forgery*. C 4 What 

* Were we to expunge frdm tke If ew Te(Umeiit all 
iliofc pfl«$es that exhort goo4 mca to their imtf^ sn4 

99X1 
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r^m^dy this untqwar4 fit(iaMQn pf iii\n%%\ 
—Certainly if wt ^ean wjiat i$ fjdr and 
cqnfiftent >vitU hofieft cpipmoii fpqf« 
io our appeals hjere^ wq rnqft 4|iuUe MH 
the refolutioQ of taking the wor^^i pf 
fcrlpture ^s they Jie^ ^d in tiieir ow& 
natqral Mnadulteratejl form and Umuio. 
qf ^xpreffipn ; with due atte^Rti^^n t^ ih|( 
content, occafioHp a^d fcc^ qf i}i6 f^r 
ration and argument in \vhicfa any parij,* 
cuIar.paQiige is found ; 9r a9 tl^ajt (^.^^$ 
ip which an intelligent P^ga^i^ who ha4 
never fee^ the book before, i^qr ^4 
l}ear4 of our QPAtcovgrfies^ \>\9^ w^s fin- 

c|ll fmAcrf tp rtf/i^ancc^ tp. plfa^ the 4«/y7^V*iji;, at% 
the one.haiid ; and (hofe which fpeak ot th^ diviue 
dignity of Christ ; hit fre-exijlence : miraculous in^ 
.earnatiom; ike influcwds of tkt Divijui SRiftxr upea 
t^ bun^an mind, &c. Xf> J^jeafe the SocinianSt^ o«. t%| 
other, we (hould reduce that blelTcd book to a very 
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cfF^Iy 4eCrou$ of knowing tfae truth in 
rf ligiofi, vould t4kc tbem, upon reading 
itaUentiveljr; inteqiiretiiig what appear* 
dark and doubtful, by what is more clear 
4pd certirin ; comparing one paflage with 
iWQiber« and the whole with the Jir^ 
principle^ h^lore laailioned;' accom-* 
panning all with^earneft prayer to the 
FATm^B. of Lights iodind aur heari$ 
inlQ his hv€. In this way of proceedings 
iffincerely defirou^of chyiag as well as 
Infi^wing the irMth, we may reafonably 
hope, that we fhall be kd into all necefary 
acquaintance with it, and fo as to efcapc 
ajl mgtedal anddangerous errors. But 
i^, iliflead ol ta^iqg this plaio rational 

method 

4 

* It is Qwip^ to the want of keeping -thofe 6r(). 
principles conftantly in view, and the law written in 
emrJusTtt^ which will always ptrfedrly harmonize 
wiU» th^ coxKAHf #f tip £tb X. K>. taken in. their phi& 
fimple meaiiiqg \ it i^ foe tbfi want of this, tivni 
there is fuch a grange diyf riify pf religions opinioDt 
imongftus* 
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method of confulting the facred oracles^ 
we raihly and obftiaately refolve to fol- 
low the didates of our prejudiced imagi- 
nations at our fureft guides, no wonder 
we fliould flumble and fall. And yet 
this is too often the cafe, not only Mrith 
the hot-headed fuper- orthodox zealot, 
but with fome other wife fenfible welU 
meaning men of ftrong reafoningpowers; 
too confident here, they areeafilyperfua- 
ded to give up the Bible, when it hap- 
pens to iland in the way of their preju- 
dices, and refign themfelves entirely to 
the guidance of thofe powers. 

Dr. Price, in a note, page 14, of his 
Sermons on the Chriflian DoSrine, telU 
us, his friend Dr. Priejlley acknowledges^ 
*' That he does not think bimfelf bound 
^ to believe an opinion« merely becaufe 
*• it was held by an Apoftk.** What is 
this but calling in queftion apojlolic in^ 
fpiration ; and acknowledging that the 
Apojiks have faid fome things about 

j£SUl 
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JesusCrr 1ST, and his great faIvation» 
which the Do6lor does not approve ? 
All appeals, therefore, to the Bible in 
our difputes with Du PrieflUy and his 
followers muft be to no decifivepurpofe; 
for, they will, of courfe, whenever their 
caufe requires it, appeal from that to an 
higher tribunaly the infallibitity of human 
tea/on^ weak and imperfefl as it is, and 
this in matters of pure revelation ! ! I 
How lamentable that a man of Dr. Pneft^ 
ley's abilities and learning fliouid be fo 
^ cgregioufly mifiaken !* 

The 

* The Doftor, in hit Letters to the Philofophert of 
Fiaoce, page 38, flatly deniet the divine infpiration 
•f the Scriptures : the ApoHle affirms it, Gal. i. ia« 
n Tim. iii. 16.— Which (hall we belicre? 

The author of thefe refleftions is not perfonally 
•cqi^intcd with Du PneJHey\ but by the report of 
many, .who reprobate his peculiar opinions in religion, 
the Dodor is a gentleman of fuch piety and virtue, 
«nd poffefles fo many amiable qualities, that even 
Jtcvf hinfelf| iMhdding him» muft lovtf bimi as he 

did 
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UineSy is certainty meant by its divine 
nutbor far the inftruAion of inankiod ia 
general, ibe peopie of plain cpnunon 
fenfe, in the important concerns of 
Teligion ajid virj;ue« rather A^n for did 
HQteit^iaoiisnt of phijofopliers and oxi* 
fi&^ ; to inform the poor illiterate h^ 
))ourer a^d m^<;hank» UfAui ksj^ould d$ 
ta hjkvidj wd .9pt to (uri^iih 4kiC fpccU-» 
lative theolp^H wk|i materjiajs for n^^* 
phyfical creeds and pompous {yfJLcw^ 
ot divinity. Any feole, th^ceCore^ pijt 
upQn the words of that book, refpefling 

its 

m the young ruler, of wIkmi y/t tetd \A ike gofyt^i 
though at ike (aoM ii«KC fay t4 faiift ^df <'<Diii 
« thing thoB bckeft $ g« thy way ; lay aficle fh4 
*< idea of ihtshf^uU iMfcUHbUit^ ^^y ^w* fi^fon^mii 
!^ t^; aU'/uJiciency to jpdge of every cirroBiftftaBoe ii* 
^y the ways of Goor^r the difpeaiatiMMM of hfis.gractf 
** to man, in whkh tboui truAcft wi^ fticb dtadodxomt 
** Jdence, aiul with tlie humiile doci^ty of a q^M^ 
<* leiarn of me»;»ad tbovk ihak poffefa tr/UioEeft of im^ 
** venly knowledge to which thou an aowa ftrfngcr*** 
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its ti&Rtlnt^ ibftt requires ^ great itil 
of refined reafoning to make it btrH^ 
Ihould, oH that v^^y accouilt, be at Ifcaft 
Jufi>i3^d of being Wrong. ComttoA 
(tnh htrt is a far better guid«, than ah)r 
fparlLs af our own kindHrtg, howevel* 
vivM and brilliai^ they may appear. 

The infofRMitioii this divine »ooft 

gtv^es us of Gan, his perf^dions antl 

goverhto^nt ; of ourmbral diepfaviiy arid 

tbnger ; of Jesus Christ, his pcrfoA 

littd diarafter ; the concern he has ift 

our r^flioration to the divine favour ; and 

©fth6 gracious operation of the Hotv 

Spirit in effefting the great work of 

^6ttr falvatron ; is all expreffed there in a 

ftratmer ttte^ admirably adapted to the 

di^f^iHas i^d moral feelings of the cohn 

ition. p&opVs, 2ifii fo as to enable them to 

tmderftamf all that i's fteeeffary to their 

Arty and hafp'pineft, rfjjecialljr when e3t-» 

{»attated upon, and enforced by the pnb- 

tic xhinillry', vAih ft tful)r evangelievl 

fimplicity 
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fiihplicity of language, and ferioiis energy 
of fpiriu ' 

From all this it is abundantly evident, 
that if we mean to be ferious in our ap- 
peals to the facred oracles, we mud re^ 
fol veto take matters as they are there 
ftated, in the plain natural conftrudion 
of the words ; or in the meaning which 
is the moft obvious to common fenfe* 

' and bell adapted to the moral feelings of 
the heart defirous of knowing and obey- 
ing the truth, and which is leaft tainted 
with sny of our theological or philofo- 
phical prej udices. In Ihort, if we would 
indeed) get at the true fen fe of the facfed 
writings, and unite in it, we muft lay 

•■ afide our preconceived peculiarities of 
fentiment, fit with unfeigned humili- 
ty at the feet of Jesus, his propheu 

* and apoftles, and learn of them. It was 

fRiD£, or the vain ambition of being 

wifer than his Maker, that led man into 

\finand mifery at firft ; humility is 

the 
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the principle that muft lead him out of 
it, and indeed bfgin hit deliverance ; 4 
principle too little attended to by our 
Jkyfier critics and mttapkyfical philofopherst 
as well as by our dogmatiaU divines. 

Though it muft be allowed, that fome 
advantages may be derived to the intereft 
of religion from criticifms and metapby* 
iics, when fob erly conduced, and con* 
fined to the adjufting fome of its circura* 
itantials ; yet, when applied to its -elTen- 
tial and leading do3rines, they do more 

harm than good, and are too often pro* 

. du£live of very ihocking confequences ; 

. and, indeed, are feldom applied here, but 

to ferve fome favourite bpyothefis ; nor 

even then, to any efre£l, without doing 

violence to common fenfe, or overpow^ 

cring its efforts. The great do6lriilel 

of redemption^ and t\it forgivenefs offins^ 

through the meretorious obedience and 

' atoning ejfficacy of the blood of CHRIST, 

and oi the Jalutary influences of the HOLY 

SPIRIT of Gob, upon our hearts, takea 

as 
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Bii^LB, appear tor be fo t\ok\y ittitr^ 
li^oven irtto the verjrfu^ne€ of the gt^-t 
dmis tevelattofi thefe giveA ih } fo ^er^ 
vade the whole body of Chri/UaM di^^ 
tinity^ and arefo c<Mifdiiailt td* oui^ moral 
jfeelingi, that it requires a world oi me- 
iaphyfical fophiftry and refined criticifDA: 
to explain them away, dor, indeed^ can d<^ 
it t<^ the fati«fa£lion of the truly ferioti^ MXi4l 
unprejudiced mind, and that really feelif 
hfetfgUiity of offending ^ nix>fi ht>ty and 
/«/? God. For fuch a* mind, fo awakened 
iowevet confident before it might be iit 
Ihe excellency of its mt)ral' char aSer, 
will find that confidence forfake it, and? 
iaturally look out for r-eltef ; atitf feafil- 
hig fomethitig of Jesits, a;nd: hi^ faita- 
Bility to hi^ cafe, will, of courte, aj)plj^ 
to him, ^ his only hope and confofatioh. 
The good creatiires that can* fe^ no fitf 
in dienrfelvcs ; the felf-righteous pha-* 
rifee, atrf'thefeff-fuificient ph.iibfo{ihcfr;' 
cfrarmetf with tfte merit of their fpwioutf 

virtues. 
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virtues may flatter thetnfelves -with a 
title to the divine favour, without fear 
of difappointment, if they pleafe ; but 
what Hittft the poor illiterate finner do, 
under the heart-appalling convi£lioni of 
liis moral depravity and guilt ?— .Take 
away*^ the ideaot the blood of Christ, 
as Ihed for the remijjion of hisjins^ and 
of the gracious efficacy of the divine 
SPIRIT, againft their power in his heart, 
and you remove the very foundation ou 
which his alllicled foul can reft with 
comfort, in the realizing views of death 
and eternity ! In ftiort, in this over-refi- 
ned fyftera of religion, of which fomc 
of our rational iW\nG% arefo fond, there 
is, to many Jerious people of plain com- 
mon fenfe, whofe moral feelings arc 
alive, a kind of deathfultcfrpitudc^ a mor- 
tal coldnefs, that chills the very vitals of 
religion and its blelTed hopes within 
them ; they find it remarks^bly unfuitable 
^d their condition as tranfgrefrors of th« 

H divine 



iivinelaws ; enflaved liy'the pow^s di 
fin :; ilrudc with the aWful majefty tmd 
puirity ot GoB ; and yet dfn!xious for an 
intereft in his favour. To ^hem the 

r 

go/pel^ as it Ile^ in the Bibl£» is indeed 
z glorious go/pet^ ajoyfuljbundi bccaufe 
it holds up to their view the Lord 
Jesus CHRisT.in that infihiteiy impor^ 
tant and endearing chara£ler, the Sa«> 
vioUR -or SmNERS, reckefning themio 
God, by kisUoddt &nd becaiife itaiTures 
them alfo of God's gracious readinei^ 
to beftowhis holy spirit upon them 
who fincerely ^(k it, ;to ehtighten their 
tind^rfiandihgs, renew.arid fati£lify their 
natures, free them from the law of fin 
and death ; guide them into atlneceflary 
truth, con^fort thetn in diftrefs^; condu^ 
them fafely through the dangers of life, 
and the dark valley ^nd Ifaadow of 
ideath ; and, "at laft, quicken tlhdr dead 
bodies, and fecure them in tbe'pofieffictti 
of eternal life and glofy. « 

" Thefe 
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Tbefe are, iAdeed, heartrjcKeeriog 
truths, worthy of a wife auid merciful 
Cod to reveal, aud of aiji accept^ytiop 
from tts. And accordingly they have 
been found to be fuch by the happy 
^experience of Millions of otherwife 
periOiing finners, twtn the power of God 
to their falvationm 

But is there any thing like this in the 
gofpel of our r^ fiae4 evangel ifts ? or do 
ihey talk in the language of the prophets 
jond 4ipoJlUs about Jesw ,C^rist ?— 
The (^cred writers fpeak oi him in the 
iughe|l fiile af .admii:auoQ» love, and 
praife. They delight to tell us of t^e 
dignity.of kis perfon, ibjt exceeding 
richer qi Uis grace, and^e infinite wort^ 
of bis blood : — ^Thcy areprefent him a^ 

esaifiing btfore ^y .ere^^^xi^ ^ itmgcof 
theinjnfiUe Goo« d^ brightnefs rf his 
glory I by whom he .made and governs 
the worlds, and aU tb^ngs tfberein ; ha- 

Vtag.AJ«j. \|^£ FULNESS PX YH£ GOP.« 
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HEA0 DWELLING IN HIM, Ztlih one 

with ^fc Father, that he that hath fecn 
HIM has feen the Father alfo. — ^Thcy 
alfo reprefent him, though in tht form 
of Go Df yet, in the fulnefs of time, as 
laying afide that form, and taking upon 
him that of a fervant in our flefli, dwel^ 
ling in cur world, a man of forrows, 
and at laft dying upon a crofs for our 
falvation ; but as now rifen from the 
dead, living for ever in the heavenly 
world, and there enthroned and crown- 
ed \yith glory. King of Kings, Lord of 
L'ords, the light and life of men ; receive 
ing the higheft afcnptions of honour, 
and bleiling, and praife from the innu* 
merable company^ of angels, and the 
fpirlts of juft men made perfeft ; while 
too many of oar more refined teachers 
appear iolicitous to avoid fs^ing any 
thing remarkable about him, and very 
feldom even mention his name,-uhlers 
to lower the idea of it^ divine excellency 

and 
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and throw s^ veil over that illuftrious 
glow of chara3er in which the facred 
Writers exhibit him.-— They allow, in- 
deed, that he Is a great prophet fent 
of God, to teach mankind fome good 
leflfons of morality ; aflure the penitent 

of pardon ; promifihg to thpfe who 

perfevere in righteoufnefs, eternal life; ; 

fetting them a good example of piety ai^d 

virtue, and fealpg the whole with his 

blood. — But, at the fame time, they re- 

prefent him as a mere faliible and eyei^ 

peccable man, fis the fotj of Jofeph and 

Mary in the common way of xiatur^ ! ! 1 

Can there pofiibly be any greater or 

more flriking contraft, b^twe^p any fenf 

timents or language in the world than 

appears in this view ?-r- When we read 

the account^ and contemplate thp i4ea 

the facred • penmeq give us of thi$ 

GRAND FERSONAGE, OUT hearts burn 

mthin us ; whiU that which thefp gen- 
tlemen give us, feels, comparatively! ajt 

H3 cold 



cb!d as ice iti the higheft latitude oC thfe 
frigid Eone. 

Accordingly the public difcourfes of 
the preacheri 6f thi^ caft, in general 
Confill only of fom* ingetiidus f^ecula-^ 
tioftS oh thfe divine bene^blenc*, dry 
encomiufti^ oA the beauty of virtue, and 
thfe dignity of human nature ; or, at 
beft, a judicious arrangement of the eril 
deuces in favtnir of Chriftianitjr ; aild 
exhortations to pifety and virtue; alt 
very good in their place, and with thfeii* 
proper accompaniments; but not T6 
%^hen made the a;A<7/^ of religion. Hencfc 
the thinnefs oF their congregations, and 
the little regard their preachment! tttt^t 
With from tfte mbft feriaus pan ot' th* 
tvm^an pt&fHe. Let them pt-eireh ts tbfe 
apbttles atrd ' J)K«iitiVc miiitftefs dilv 
vjho dtttrThined ^ Htnow nothing minokgjl 
ihei^ hearers bul]i.^\S% Christ, ^fidkiik 
'crudfied, and fp'eak like fliem tb iht 
common ftnfc dCnU fedings t)f nfeatikfud*; 

let 



let them tell thecp plainly and faithfully 
of their mif<prable condition as (inners^ 
tb^ir moral depravity, guilt, and danger, 
^nd how their offended Gop, of his pure 
goodnefs, has provided for thf m ^n all- 
fuflBcieQtSAViouR ii let thepii hold him 
up to t|)e view pi tb^ir s)uditors, in all 
th^ divine excellencies of that impor- 
tant ch^R^ier ; e^pati^)^ on the ama^ 
zing greatnefs oi hi$ love» %nd how true. 
il is, that he is ^ade ^Gop uato us xvif- 
damy righUoufnefsyfanQifi^atign and re* 
dempiion. Let them prefs upon their at- 
tention the necefllity ot repentance to- 

wards God, and faith in our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, as (he way , the truths and 
ike kfiy and thai no man comes unto the 
Faihir, with acceptance, tut by him;-^ 
fiiew them the nature and importance of 
thzt great moral change^ called by Cj^aisT, 
a being torn again of the Spirit^ or that 
hoUnefs without which no manjhallfee the 
Lord, and how it is effe£led. — Let them 

H4 do 



\. 



( 94 ) 

do all this in the plain pathetic manner 
of the facred oracles ; and foasat once 
to inForm the underftanding, and affe£f 
the heart ; that is, inllruQ the' ignorant, 
alarm the iiupidj encourage the ferious 
inquirer after falvation, and build up 
the true believer in his hol^ faith, com- 
fort and obedijcnce ; and while. they Arc- 
nuoufly infift on the various duties of tht> 
Chrijlidn life, and endeavour to explain 
and enforce them, let it be fo as always 
,to keep their hearers in fight of the gra- 
cious power neceffary to the proper dif- 
charge of them^ and the certainty of 
obtaining it, when fincerely fought far 
in the diligent ufe of the appointed 
means. Let them do all this, not in 
their ufually cold fpeculative way, .but 
with that animating fpirit and zeal, 

whicbjuft views of Qurfelves,of Christ, 
of God reconciling the world to himfelf .# 
by hitp, and of an awful eternity, tend 
to infpire. In a word, let them inter- 
,4 • weave 
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weave into their fyftem of morals Ihe 
golden thread of evangdical frttct \ draw, 
their reafons and motives to the precepis 
from the* diftinguifliingyafij, doArines^ 
andpromljes of the gofpel.* Let them. 
do this, and they will foon experience 
a very diflEerent reception from the com-- 
mon people, who have aay.tafle for reli- 
gion, any concern about their duty and 
happiuefs ; but the falvation of whofe 
(ouls is aa precious in the fight of Goo,. 
as thofe pi the gceateft philofophers. 

The" 

' * We, Vf\kO take things juft tt We find them in our 
Bib Lit, arefo clear in this matter, that we imagine 
we may appeal to the goodTenfe aiad judgment of our 
rational divines themfclves, with thefuUeft confidence 
of their deciding in our favour, whether the idea of 
theperfonand mediation of Caaiir/and hii grace,' 
which we entertain, does not inimitely more hoAour 
to Hf Iff, and to the divine benevolence ; fetourobli- 
gattont to both in a much ftronger light, and confc- 
quently tend infinitely more to animate our devotion 
to Goo, and a virtuoui conduct in ]ife,'than that cold, 
languid, and almoft lifelefs idea ihe^ ^ive us. 
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' The bulk of mankind^want rither 
leifure or capacity, aod many of ihem 
both, fpr fpeculative difiquifitions aad 
refinements in the ratianaU of religion. 
If'we would get at their minds, and gain 
their attention, to any valuable purpofe, 
it muft* be by fuch inftruflions and 
reafonings as are calculated to ftrike 
^ire£lly, upon their common fpnfe and 
moral feelings, and fuch as arife natu- 
rally out of the firft general principles 
before mentioned ; the plain fa3s re- 
corded in the Bible ; and the unfophi- 
0if atied do£lrincs evidently ^roiiodcd 
upon th«m. 

However, though we cannot bulla- 
jnent the prevalence of thefe errors, let 
us comfort ourfelvef with th^ hppe that 
th^y wiU be o€ ao long cohtinyfiuice*'. 

The 

iMh\nf$ >re making f veryxapM^ progrcft w tljp 
world 5. 11)4 thtt k« \9 Tf ry/f(F5C 4^ey . «ri*l *W trjT 

amph 



( 9? ) 

*f hfc fruth IS great, and wiM pfctzW in 
iue time. The light that now attends tht 

fpiril 

» 

nmph over all oppofition, and lad for ever. IfV ar|S 
■s confident of the contrary ; for if, with the fplrit 
c(f free itiqutry, it pletTea Gob to continue to mankin^ 
thtutcoftht'hvtmmiB/cnfe^^^d the Bibls, it »pi^. 
pears to lu im^ofhU^ that tencti, fo contrary to both^ 
Ihould be of long continuance. The glare of falfe 
philofopby and hypcr-criticifra may dazzle the well- 
jneamngmindyoT « time, but it cannot always do fo ; 
k ii i foroe upon natvrc -whicb fte will rtfiA inl 
AMrcolue in the end. 
'* Naturam expel les forca, tatpen ufque recurret." 
The gracious fovereign of the univerfe will not 
always leave mankind thus to abufe their own im« 
^cHlaaflings, mA trifle with his facred W0f4» as theflr 
Seatlcmeii appear to qs to dow Wc allow tbem extapk 
five knowledge, integrity, piety ; but even wife aai 
good men may be miftaken, and greatly deficieat in 
fpirituat difcemment ; witnefs even thf apoftles of 
Cto^^ar, at to the tYM dcfign 6f his cttsufeif into 
the world, and the twc naiiare of hi^ kiogdoiOy be* 
liprre his afcenlion, «Bd the cffufion of his fpirit 611 
the day of FentecoA : and for fome years after that 
cventy'ftter and dthers'of th^m were much in th^ 
datk'aheut ^h^Mofik rifUMt^ and the laiff£aliie& ol . 
flinrittinf the Oenttle convei^s uuo the ^hnftks 
cbsrth without eircumcilion. 
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fpirit of free inveiligatlon, in maitenof 
religion, is increafing apace, and will 
fliine more and more, no doubt, unto the 
perfeft day ; jivhen that heterogeneous 
mixture of truth and error^ which has 
hitherto fo tinflured the fchemes of our, 
various party-mongers, and fo long let- 
tered the Chriftian church, fliall be 
feparated, as pure m^tal from the drofs ; 
and the ftmple truth as it Jidnds in the 
fcookof j£sus» be cordially embracipd, 
and more generally acqUiefced in* by 
all real Chrifiians. Happy day ! may it 
fobn arrive, with all its train of celeftial 
4>ieilings, purity, righteoufnefs, love, and 
peace; extending their benign jnflaencc 
through every Mndred, tongue^ ^n4.na* 
iion ! 

' But, amidft our ro0ft pleafing hopiKS^ 
*wfe muft yet cxpeft to meet with many 
occadons for the exercife of our faith 
^nd,pati,ence. The Great . Sovereign ge? 
heriEilly carries into execution the defigni 
bf his ^6dnefs lo the children of men 

by 
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lyy degree!, with a wife mixUire of cir* 
cumftamces, calculated to excite their 
iiopes and fears, draw their attention to 
Ais hand ia all, 9Ad make them more 
deeply fenfible of their dependance upon 
him* Thus he afi* in the natural world ; 
the vegetahle %>rings up a tender (hoot, 
and attains to its full growth, by a flow 
progrefs. Man himfeif, from the feeble 
fttLte*- of infancy, riles progreffively Into 
more perfeA and vigorous maturity ; 
the refinements of civilization, in all 
countries, have been carried on by de« 

to 

grees ; and the. like is obfervable in 

the progrefs of the arts and fciences, 

.and the difcoveries of nati;|ral phi* 

lofophy. And that this is the cafe in 

'the moral world, both facred and pro- 

•phane hiftory abundantly teftify« God 

undoubtedly could have fo ordered 

the conftitution of the human mind, 

and the circumftances of the various 

objeSs prefcntad to i{s notice, that 
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nan, ia At eaiikft ages of lime, iboold 
liave ibeen acquniated with botfe natnxai 
and religiout tinutte. aui full fts v^ »te 
naw^ or poftenty will be in tlie bappjr 
day expeEled ; yot it is evident from t)i^ 

;ya^ thathclia^ B9t done Jo» but ofk tlie 
contary, opens the plfta of human )iappi- 

• nels, not only progreffively, but by Jlnga 
gradatiansi as i they appear to us. JVky hp 
afis ihthis mauner isiamoogft the arca^a 
I3rf his government, into whichit voukl 
be ««ctrenie]y impertinent and ev^ii p£s- 
fumptuous for us to pry, .any {author 
than be is pleafed to open the wagr, i|i 
the Gourfe of his providence and by the 
lights afforded us in his word. . While,, 

'therefore, we are indulging the.lpirit cff 
inqui^)^ .and think ijoeely^ let us witb 
patience wait for tfaefe lopenings^ aor.af- 

!fe6l to be wife abavev^at is wriiUn^QS;kiip. 
at knowkdgt in ike ways ofGaD too hi^ 

for us. '9 particularly, let us not ii^dulfe 

. the wc<^k im^inau»n«ef yuk many, tb^it 

all 



all true religion lies to their own parif 
w^rums^ or a peculiar fet of phfafes^ 
but fludy the fcripturaf impartially, be 
dpen (o c4>iivi£lioiii, and yet beware of 
'taking appearanees for teAhHes^ and of 
deciding too haftily. This is the way to 
come at truth ourfelves, and to lead 
'Others into it. The main aim of moft of 
our religious difputants is tnSoryy ndt 
truth. Not a fair difcuffion of the fubjefl 
in queftion, but the fupport of their own 
prejudged fenfimeiits about it*. This 

conduCl 

* There if nothing mOre'cdAmon amotigft our rdt* 
•giout dirpntattti, than to tai^ett for granted, wlthont 
the leaft hcfitation, that their $ton fyftem ofopinionf 
iSfVx^mltft be, right, Heacethey not Qv\y contend 
^itK their opponents^ htvwea ftddtke Seripnires^ not 
wiih any defign- to difea^er thdtMth, bat to cftaJ»Hih 
their MM idea of it. Thcyiix theftamp of infaili- 
btliCy upon their peculiar notions, and fet all farther 
inveftigatioiv at defiance. This is a condu6l far from 
rational ; it it abfurd'e^en in tht ckttetne ; tfheir cife, 
though (o dangeroufly errone^att- is dcfpcr^tp, iMi^<of 
-the reach of all the ordinary mcaos of recovery* 
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oondufl vft (hould make it a point to 
avoid, as ftrongly tending to blind the 
underftanding, warp the judgment, and 
fo contra6l and Ihut up the mind, as tp 
exclude all hope, and even pof&bility of 
conviclion. The man that fufiers himfeli 
to be thus governed, may make a flaming 
bigot, but never become a folid, rational, 
enlightened Chriftian. 

Di verfity of opinions in religion is, 
in the prefent ftate of human nature, 
abfolutely unavoidable, and in itfelf 
perfe£lly harmlefs; the bad eSefls of it 
are owing entirely to the evil difpofi- 
tions, bigotry, and perfecuting zeal of 
their refpe£live patrons. If this diver- 
fity be maintained with that candour anid 
. benevolence Chrillianity teaches, it may 
be made eminently ferviceable to its in- 
tereft. It naturally tends to roufe the 
minds of men from that Indolence into 
which they are fo apt to fall : to afSlt 
wd animate the fpirit of free inquiry in 

itt 
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its refearches after truth ; infpire thcTfi 
with the laudable ambition of excelling 
one another in ufeful knowledge, piety^ 
and virtue, as the bed recommendation 
of their refpeftivc tenets ; put them 
upon their guard againll the imporuious 
of defigning men, and a more attentive 
ftudy of the facred oracles, the only out- 
ward ftandard of genuine orthodoxy. In 
a word, this diverfity of fentimtnt in 
religion aSbrds us a more ample fcope 
for the exercife of our brotherly love, 
and is one of the .clearell proofs of its 
fincerity; and thus contributes to the 
more abundant increafe of our own hap« 
pinefs,and that of focIety,till the wifhed- 
for event takes place,when we (hall be all 
more entirely of one mind, and more 
cordially united in the bonds of pure 
evangelical aire£lion. 

The great defign of all the do^rines 
of Christ is, to make u$ truly pious, 
temperate, jull, benevolent, and happy. 

I That 



That mode tlidreforfe of umlcrftanding 
thofe doarines. or thofe fchcmes of 
religious laith and worfhip, which we 
find, by experience, moft conducive to 
thefe great ends, (hould undoubtedly 
be embraced* ; but of this, common 
fenfe will tell us, every man muilbeleft 
to judge for himfelf under the guidance 
of that light and moral feeling God 
has given him, which, in every one fin* 

cercJy 

• The ittoraUaing tendency of the gofpcl, or its 
fltnefs t« promote true piety and virtaei it one of 
its brighteft ornaments, and affords one of the moft 
convincing evidences of its divine original. The 
man that receives it into his heart, and lives habitually 
utidcr iu influence, hath « mtn$fs in himfelf^ to bis 
own eomfort, and fuch as all tbe moft fubtle. argv* 
ments of infidels, and the utmoft efforts of the powers 
of darknefs can never confute. Nor can mankind 
be ever happy, but as they live under its influence ; 
and when they come to do this in general, thf y will 
befinivrrfally fo. That fyil^m ^f do6lriar and wori 
(hip, therefore, that we find poffeffcs moil of this ten- 
dency, we (hould choofe and pra^ife. And oT this 
we mud be our own judges. 
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cerdy defirous of knowing the truth, 
will be attended with humble and fer- 
vent prayer for the divine affiftance. 

That fet of religious opinions that 
would exceedingly delight and edify one 
man, and moft effe£lually animate him 
in his courfe of Chriftian duty, may be 
very difguftful to another, and ftrike 
fuch a deathful coldnefs upon his pious 
affeflions and virtuous endeavours, as 
would be highly prejudicial to his beil 
intereft, and, therefore, not to be endu- 
red. Hence separate societies] 

AND DIFFERENT MODES OF WORSHIP 
BECOME INDIjSPENSIBLY NECESSARY. 

For inllance, — 

What edification or comfort could a 
ftrifl Trinitarian find in a conftant atten« 
dance upon the public worfliip of the 
ftri£l Unitarian f or ]the latter, in has 
attendance on that of the former ? the 
Trinitarian would think, with painful 
concern, that the Unitarian robbed the 

1 2 SoN) 
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Son, his dear Redeemer, and the holt 
SPIRIT, his fanSifier and comforter, of 
the glory due t^ their names^ ^nd ^'hich he 
rejoices to give them. On the other 
hand, the Unitarian would conflder the 
Trinitarian as no better than an idolater 
in fa£l, though not in intention, and feel 
his indignation kindle at the idea* 

The pious Calmnijl^ who is zealoufly 
attached to the peculiarities of his fyftem, 
and is defirous of receiving the Jtncen 
milk of the word^fo as to grow thereby, in 
the knowledge and grace of Christ, 
believes thofe peculiarities ejfentially ne- 
cfjfary to that end ; and imagines, at 
Itail, that he feels the thought of being 
one of the chofen objefls of fpecial and 
difcriminating grace warm his heart, and 
infpire it with the mofl lively gratitude 
and love to Goo ; animate him in his 
courfe of duty, render fin more hate- 
ful, holinefs more defirable, Christ 
more precious ; and, in a word, build 

him 
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him up in the power and comforts oi 
the divine life ; and, therefore, gladly 
attends the preaching and prayers that 
favour moft of what he calls the dl/- 
tiffguifliing doQrines of the go/pel; and 
without which he would think the fined 
preaching in the world no gofpcl at all, 
and that his foul would be ftarved for 
want of its fpiritual food, if obliged to 
fit under it. 

On the other hand, the rcrious Chrif- 
tian, who confiders thofc peculiarities 
as not only unfcripturai, but alfo as 
greatly depreciating the divine goodnefs 
to the children of men, and totally in- 
confiftent with it, would feel himfelf 
very uncomfortable, and the feafons of 
worihip even painful trials, were he obli* 
ged to attend the preachments and 
prayers fraught with the peculiarities of 
rigid Calvinifm ; but would find his 
whole foul filled with devout admiration, 
love^ and praife, at the hearing oi the 

I 3 univcrJaUuy 



( ^oi ) 

univerftdlitj 6F the divine grace ; diat 
the blefled ]%%vx tofied dtaAjvr amry 
man ; was a fanfom for dili a prspkia- 
tionjor the fins of tkt whole werU* He 
would tell us that this more enlarged 
idea of the benevolence of the Deity, 
not only did the highell honour to the 
divine perfe3ions and government, but 
alfo, at the fame time, afibrded his mind 
the fweeteft confolation, and the raoft 
animating motives to repentance and 
holinefs, by giving him not a precarious 
and uncertain kope^ but the mofi ahfohdi 
ajfuranuy that Jesus Cn's.i^r did Ji 
love HIM, as to give, him/elf for Aim: 
that the bleflings of his gracious falva* 
tion are as free for him, as for any 
other; that, therefdrie, confeffing and 
forfaking his fins, be ball moft af- 
furedly find mercy ; and co&fequemly 
that to continue in fin in the face of 
fuch univerfal goodnefs^ and the pecu- 
liarly endearing motives to forfake it 

thence. 
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thence ariGng» would be .the bafeft isv 
gratitude^ and bring, upon bis foul the 
tremeadout. guiU oidejfyiMg.iic Lord 
that kought kirn I he would Icil u^, tb»t 
while t)u$ idea of redeeming gr^e gave 
a more lively ardour to his love of Gon^ 
it alfo expanded his heart with the moft 
benevolent concern for the happinefs 
of ail mankind ; difpofed him to conGder 
and treat them as his brethren^ the chiU 
dren of the fame father, redeemed by 
the fame precious blood, ito thepoiTi* 
biltty and hope of the fame faivf tion, 

Wkh fuch fentiments imprefled on 
his mind, he would be miferable to be 
deprived of the opportunities of hearing 
of what he efteems, not only wholefome 
andfonnd doftTinc, but pcrfefilyT^r^- 
tural and effientiaUy ^necfffaty to his edi^ 
fication and c^nfbrt* 

And with refpeft to thcyi?r2«.f of reli- 
gious worfhip, the lofty atch of the 



catbedraf,* the folemn gloom which the 
Gothic fiife' of ar«hite£lttre. fpreads 
tbrougb i«» ;$i(«j> the mind of tfaeibiif/t 
ihurckmdn ^wiiti^ kind of facred awe : 
the high opinion he has from his child- 
hood« been taught to . entertain >of the 
do£lrine ahd worfliip of a church, efia- 
bliihed b^ all the legiilative powers ot 
hi& couiitr)?,*and fatiSiioaed by even the 
blood of fo many martyrs ; the high dig- 
nity and fpiendoT of its bifliops ; thedrefs 
of its prieilfi ; the gravity of its prayers; 
the .bowings asd croffings^ and other 
ceretnoniouS'paFadeofitsferVice; all con- 
fpird to warm his heart, and draw out 
his afieclions, with, what appears to, 
hiip, «a pif>us ardour towards the great 
obj^£l of fats devotion,, and' giv^ hinr 
peciiliar fatisfa£lion and pleafure ;-^^ 

while. 

« 

* AUudiag to a paiTage m Dr. Bifs's writings, 
where he fpeaks of bowing down tmder the lortiaefr 
of the cathedral, at an help to devotion. 
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while the confcieniums dijftnter thinks he 
ftes;fo many erroft, it not in' the doc- 
trines* yet^ in the conftitation and 
difcipline of the eftabliflied church ; 
fo many humanly invented ceremo* 
nies, bordering on fuperftidon, and at 
the fame tinie finds her making fuch 
high claims to implicit obedience to 
her authority, and even that authority 
dependent entirely upon the will of the 
fiate, that he cannot, without doing vio- 
lence to his confcience, and eflentially 
prejudicing his befl and deareft tntereft» 
ftatedly attend its public, worfiiip, and 
give hiihfelf up to its government. He 
thinks highly oi the importance of main- 
taining the rights of private jiidgment, 
and religious liberty, which that church 
denies him ; and prefers, what Ar efteems 
a more apoftolic conilitution and difci- 
pline of Chrillian focieties, and where 
he thinks he finds a more fcriptural 
fprm of public devotion, much better 

adapted 



adapted to bis moral uftci and his 
.grmving impmreitieat ia picfjr amd 
virtue,- and therefore 'feeks to worfiup 
his GO0; in a nianaer confifient with 
his- principles. 

That eminently fober and peaceable 
body of confcientious Chriftians, con- 
nonly called Quakers^ fincerely think 
they perceive thcfc and many other 
M^eighty reafbns for dijfenting^ not only 
from the eftablifiied church, but from 
us all ; and tbat^ in order to their wor- 
ibipptng GoD according to the difiates 

of his HOLY SPIRIT, and their inward 
eirperienceaod enjoyment of his blefled 
pfsefence, they think it is their ktdif* 
penfible duty to form . themfelves into 
diftinfl foeieties^ thoi^h united amongft 
tbciafelves by one peculiar bond of 
Gbriftian fellowfiiipy and to carry 011 the 
great buGocfs of Cfariftiaa woHhtp and 
(^cipline» in their own peculiar way; 

which /^^/ much better adapted to 

their 



their fpiritual edification; and would 
facrifice even their lives, if called to it, 
in fupport of the teftimony they bear to 
what they judge* the truth, againft 
the fpirit of the worldj and all human 
inventions \n religion ; and who tbaft 
reverences confcience would not in« 
dulge them P 

From this view of things, it appears 
highly reafonable that the fame liberty 
fliouM be allowed not only to thefe, but 
to all other religious fe£ls amongll us; 
Methodifts^ Moravians^ Papifis, New 
Jerufalemites, tec. fttr. while they appear 
to carry on thebufinefsof focial worfhip 
in the fewc of God^ in a peaceable man«w 
ner^ and a fineerc oonoern to promcfie 
the inteyeft of ptety airtd virtue. ' 



SECTION 
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SECTION V, 

CONCLUDING RErLECTlONS. 

O INCE if is fa evident that a unifor- 
^ mity in in the theory^ and even the 
praSke of religion^ is by no means to be 

expcfted," or indeed pojfible*^ in the 

prefent 

* ^tne will fay, perhaps, ** that the powers of 
** church andfi^U united, may very properly ioterpoie 
** in this matter ; the one by making cfcedsandarticics 
** of faith, and coaftituting the modes of worfhip ; 
** the other by making laws, or Mds of unifirmity^ to 
** oblige the people to believe andworfhip accordingly! 
•* opon certain pains and penalties."-^ We reply, this 
method has been tried, but inflead of producing the 
efiFeft pretended, hat produced juft the contrary. Anci 
hd wonder i for it is a meafitre not at all adapted to 
the cafe* Religion is a perfonal thing, between Goa 
and every man's own contcience. The belief of its 
doftrinet, and pra6lice of its duttet, mnft be matter 
of free chcia, the refult of inward conviQiwn^ and not of 
gxtemai/orce^ and therefore, till uniformity can be pro* 
dttced, by fuch conviSion, Chrifiian charity ihould fup- ' 
ply the place of authoritative compulfon ; fuch an exer- 
ciie of poweri' in any form whatcverf in matters of 

religioDf 
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prefent flate of human nature, our indif- 
penCblc duty mull be mutual for* 
BEARANCEy granting to others the 
fame indifputable right of judging and 
choofing for tbemfelves, as we claim for 
ourfelves in this cafe ; laying afide all 
wrath, bitternefs, and evil fpeakings ; 
putting on charity, cultivating univerfal 
benevolence and peace. All this is fo 
plain, that one would think we might 

venture 

religion, IS founded in injaftice, oppreflive, and cruel, 
and no better than a prefumptuous invafion of the fa* 
cred prerogative of the Lord of coufcimce. 

The mod effedual means of producing a uniformity 
tn religion, upon any other plan than that of rational 
eonvictioHt would be to deprive the common people of. 
the ufe of the Bible, in their mother tongue ; and 
oblige them to receive their religion from the di^tes 
of then Jpirituai guides only. It was by thismeasa 
the church of Rome kept up her fovereignty over the 
confctences of men for ages, with a furprizlng degree 
of uniformity. The ■ giving the Bible to the common 
people* in a language they iiaderftood, gate the deep- 
eft wound to her ccclefiaftical defpotifm, and contri- 
buted more than any thing (as a mean) to the effeAiog 
the Proteftant Reformation is which we glory. 
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venture to appeal even to the moll furious 
bigot, in his cooler moments, whether 
this is not far more agreeable to the ge- 
nius of the gofpeli than that defpotic, 
pcrfecuting, anathemizing fpirit he is fo 
fond of indulging ; fo however, the great 

apoftle Paul feems to have thought, 
amidft all his ardent concern for the 
purity oi the gofpel do6lrines and wor- 
ffiip, from what he has faid in the thir« 
teenth and fourteenth chapters of his 
Eprftle to the Romans ; the thirteenth 
chapter of his firft Epiftle to the Coriu* 
thianSf and in many other places. The 
charity that hopeth all things^ will find 
good people in all parties, holding the 
.main leading principles of Chriftianitjr. 
and will teach us to make great iillow- 
ances for the prejudices of education^ the 
want of better information^ and many 
other circumftances that often give a 
MTong bias[ to the moft upright mind. 
The church at Oriflth was, at one time 

' miferably 
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* 

miferably degenerated, . and bewildered 
in their religious notion:^ ; but the apofile 
did not, (as many of our hot heads would 
have done,) unchriJHan them. We (hould 
in thefe cafes ever remember that we 
are, at inoS., pleaders at tlit kar^ not judges 
en the bench^ as a good man once faid* 
Some of the Socinian do£lrines do in* 
deed, appear to many of us, extreme* 
LY UNfiCRiPTURAL^ to fav the beil ; of 
a tendency fubverfive of the diftinguilhing 
do&rinei of the gofpel, and confequently 
prejudicial to the intereil of pure evan- 
gelical piety and virtue, as well as highly 
derogatory to the honour of the Sa- 
viour. The W09d^hay^ 2Si& Jlubble^ the 
apofUe fpeaks of as difgraceful to the 
foundation on which they are built^ 
and will« therefore, at laft, be burnt 
up > yet the builders tbemfelves fa- 
ved, though fo as by JtrCm Por, it muft 
be acknowledged, that however widfi 
of th^ truth thefe fcotimeau are, ther^ 

is 
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is a very g^^^^ ^^ eflential diiTcrence 
between them and Deifni : though it 
muft alfo be confefled, that the tran- 
fition irom tiic former to the iatter^ is 
{b eafy and natural to the minds of 
half enlightened fpeculatifls (with which 
the world abounds) that it is no wonder 
the number of infidels (huld be fo en« 
creafed and encreafing^ as we find, by fad 
experience, it is. Whilfi, on the other 
hand, as the tranfition from the kUter 
to the former is fo (hort, and attended 
with fo few difficulties, it appears fur- 
prifing that any of the more fober and 
virtuous among the Deiftical tribes, 
ihould hold it out as they do, againft 
the many ingenious and powerful - argu« 
ments of our philofophicChriftians. But, 

indeed, the cafe is, the farther the xnind 
of fallen man departs from the humble 
fimplicity of truth, the harder is the 
taflc of returning to it. Add to this, 
that *thfefe gcritlemcn rely, witKtoo much 

confidence 



eonfidence, on ihe wards ofmanh tfnfdom^ 
and pay too little regard to thepecaiiar 
grace of Christ crucified^ which is 
the wifdom and ike power of God to 
fahration, and which gives the Chriftian 
do£lrine all its prevailing energy. With* 
out thefe coofiderations it would be 
tery difficult to aflign a reafon, why a 
ferious Tkdjt^ whether Jew^ or GentiU^ 
or Mahometan^ (hould fo obftinately 
o^pofe the good-natured gofpel of oitr 
condefcending Ghriftian« ; i6T^ except* 
ittg tho id«a oi the gofpel itfelf being 
of divine origina), or a preter»natur4 
ievelatioft from the Oon of truth, (a fa£l 
eafily defflonftrated to an humble mind) 
Aerc is nothing required by thefe theo-p^ 
logical refinersyas^ matter of b^Iipf, butr 
what a Theifi might admit, without doing 
^ygr4i(U violence t9 bi& prejudices or 
degrMing hi» reafon. Not only the very 
obnoxious do&rines of the Trinity , and 

qtthe^ divinity pfQiiK^^T 9 ^v^n in their 
mi& qiMii&^i ferifKural i#o£B» but alia 

K of 
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fi{ ihe f re-exi/fence of,CHKisT, his mra^ 
culous conception and death as dpropHia* 
fory facrifice for the fins of men, or of 
their falvation through the merits of hi$ 
mediation, and the power of his grace, 
which were i\xc\ijlumbling blocks to tht 
JewSy and to tht Greeks^ foolijhnefs \ all 
thefe do£lrines are fo foftened down by 
(omc of our rationalifts^ and by others 

< of them fo entirely given up, as not to 
leave even the lead occadon of any 
ferious offence, to any fobcr Theift*, 

Biit (hough the fentiment« of thefe. 
gentlemen may appear to us exceedingly 
erroneous, and of a tendency dangerouai 
to the intereil of religion, and, confe« 
quently, that it is our duty to oppofe 
their progrefs to the utmoft of our 

power ; 

* Dr. TUIotfon, Vol* iii, page 184, intimates, 
that (he Jeiiiit miflioners >mong(i the Chinefe, tt 
<|void the offence the notion of % crucified Savioiu' 
would give them, denied that Christ was cruci- 
fied ; aflerting ths: it was an invention of the Jews t^ 
iUTgnce Clirifijaaity.««Doddi[idge'i£xpoiit<ir^VoUvr 
Page«33. 



power ; yet ' we fliould reincmber, 
that it is alfo our duty to take par- 
ticular care, that our moft zealous ef- 
forts may be always under the govern<> 
ment of that candour and benevolence 
•which diflinguiSies the fpirit of Chrifli- 
anity from that of the world, and to 
which we are naturally led by the con- 
fcioufnefs of our own fallibility; How- 
ever miftaken thefe people may be, yet 
while they continue to own j£sus 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour, 
fupport his caufe in general, as the cdufe 
of truth, and ledd. pious and virtuous 
lives, we (hould not deny them the 
honour of the Chriftian name, rank 
them amongft abfolute infidels, and 
confignthem to eternal perdition, as top 
many do i They have ftill a right to a 
place 4n our fraternal affeflion^, and W{^ 

Ka (hould 

* It U remarkiJ>lff, and worthy of oar imipiUos^ 
^li»t the Appftle addreiTes thofe of hU hearers i^hotc^ 
he charges with the horrid guilt of mitfdcring thi| 
6oa of Coo, his brtthren, A^ u. 17. 
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ftobKt pky axld pra^ for titeta, aasi bf 
all rational means endeavour to recliidi 
tltem ; but bf no means revile and peiv 
fecttte them, or even hurt axi hair ei 
their head> 

It is. much to ht ku&ented, tiiAt tlie 
|iartjr. which ckdm ^ kind of dxclufim 
right to the revcited title of orthodoxy^ 
are generally mort diipofcd to inivkranee 
m religion thah thcif opponenls^ whom 
ih^ ire fo ioTWard to b»and With the 

SLACK MitRKcrFDAMNAfiLfilCXlKfiSVf 

and flatter themfelves that they pt)ia(^ 
GoD| and ferve the intereft o^ ttvtb, 
by tliift Tpkit of violence ! !• It mu^ 
indeed, be confeffad that tfaelne ate fonit 
fufioitt bigou amongll the h^Ur^d&X'f 
that fall very little feort of thofe angry 
c^otfl ( but tipoil tht wfadle, the ha* 
fahet t>i eamhmr appears to 1^ ih\!tA ii 
fevour of the laHlei^. Accordingly we 
, £ad^ ibat whiiA mir vehimcnify imthedox 
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%rMhpeii« in tfa^ir coiitr6r€rriaI wri- 
tings and difcourfes, fo cStcn work vtf 
their Tefentment agtinft the errors they 
^ppofe, beyond due bounds, and deal 
4>ut their anathonas fo freelv, their anta- 
gontfts diftinguift themfelves by arguing 
dofely^ and with a moderation that does 
ihem honour; and, at the fame time, 
tends very ftrongly to prejudice the cool 
^thinking miod in favour of their fen-^ 
liments. Happy would it be for the 
intereft of religion, if our orthodoK 
tdiampions, would m this infiance, foLo 
ftow their example* 

•* Fas eft ab hofte dpccri/* 

The moS; fenfible part of mankind, are 
generally more inclined tp hearken ta 
the teafonings, and embrace the fenti- 
moiits oi th^ candid and benevolent, 
and who are moft difpofed to allow 
them the liberty of examining the fub- 
j^£lt fairly, and determining for them- 

K 3 felves, 
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f«]ves, than to thofe of ^ wrathful, bveif* 
bearings and intolerant fpirit. 

Whenever our zeal for God is mixed 
:with the headftrong paflions of our de- 
. praved nature, and a3uated by them, it 
will always exceed the bounds prefcri^ 
bed to it, by the wi/Hom that is from 
above \ and when it does foi will be fo 
far from convincing our opponents of 
the truths we contend for, that it will 
confirm them the more in their fuppofed 
.errors. However warm oar love of 
truths it (hould be always governed in 
its operations by the love of God^ and oi 
our neighbour. There is more of the 
malevolent fpirit of Satan^ than of that 
of the meek and benevolent JesUs, in 
perfecutingahd anathemizing one anor- 
ther, on the account of pur different 
fentiments in religion. We never find 
the apoftles reviling, or, in any ftape, 
perfecuting, even the Heathens, but en- 
deavOurlng to perfuade them, by the 

. moft 
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itioft aSe£^ionate entreaties, to forfalU 
their dumb idols^ andferve the living God. 
And with the fame benevolent fpirit, 
tfaey exhort Chriftians, notwithftanding 
any difference of opinion about the m^^rx 
of faith andwor{htp,to love one ano** 
ther; follow the things that - 
MAKE FOR PEACE, and affeflionatel/ 
unite in the dcience o( their common 
Chriilianity*. But in fpite of common 
fenfe, as well as apofiolic exhortations 
to Chriftian charity, the zealots of all 
parties, not content with what cool rea- 

K 4 foning 

* itrothiaghas done fo much injury to tfie Caofe ol 
Chriftianity, and fo greatly promoted thatof iniidcUtyt 
•a Chriftians perfecuting one axtother. The fervanti of 
Cod, though commanded to contend and ilrive for 
the faith ; yet are charged nat tofirive^ but with' the 
force of reafon and argumeotg *' to be ^tntU towardt 
*.( i^imewf apt to teach, patient ) in meeknefs intruding 
" thofe who oppofe themfelvea. That ii,muft no| 
life any kind of external force, but confine themfelve^ 
entirely to the means of internal aonvldiou and de« 
-"flkwAtttioo of the truth. 
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feninj^ and argument ^^an* dd towft]r& 
fupportiiig the caufft of trutli, are toigh* 
tily prone to* go the other (ftod as thef 
think the (horter) way to work ; and hy 
exciting jealou&es and fuQilcionl of 
each othef) on the itioft frivolous occa* 
(ions, and thereby ioflaming their mu* 
tual animo(ities» work ihemfeives tip to 
all the outrageous violence of perljecu« 
tion, and glory in it. 

This is too much the cafe at preietit 
between the two great religious parties 
in this nation, viz. tke adherents in tkt 
e/lablijhtd churchy nnd the dijfenters from 
it. It is really affllftlng to the fober 
friends of 4he peace and welfare of thrir 
country^ to rtkefet with fG ttiiiny inflartiw' 
frtatory pariigl-aphs, as we cbti'tihually do,' 
in our news-papers, and magazines, and 
even in fome ferroons, and other |iain» 
phlets ; ^hich are fo far ffoiii anfwcf- 
ing any good end to theplibfic, thit'they 
^ail of anfwering that wiiich lies ilill 

nearer 



oeafef the hearts of iheauthersyeven tlio. 
iittk pultry end of promoting tkeir own 
party intereft ; and« in (hort, ferve only 
Ho provoke each otters refentment. • 

The violent parxizan of the eilabiiihed; 
church teJls us, in his ufual tone of. 
over-hearing angry zeal, that the diffen-* 
Urs^xt, all republicans, and confequently 
{Worn enemies to both <hufch und 
Jlatt ; and on this ground, endeavours, 

ty all poflible ro^eaia^, to excite the 
jealoufy and indignation of the ruling 
powers againft tbem, and perfuade them 
tp exercife fome of their wholefome 
feverities upon fuch pejlihtd /^titttoi* 
Whereasyia fa3, Uluag all the diflentert 
together, tberevrali fcarcely be iouad 
ptti: in a tJMniiapidt a reaJi^epublkan,* or 

an 

* ^¥cn Br. Pfiifikf^ <nc of tlM moft obflDxima 
of tbem, decl^ires himfelf a fincere friend to ou^ 
civU conftituticm and form of governmenkj as con* 
fiftiog of Kixtg) Lordty and Comaons. 
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an enemy to our prefent conflitutidn'; 
However it is certain that republicanijm 
is by no meaits the neceflary confe^' 
qirence of di/fenting from the eftablilhed 
dhurch ; and that there ate really more 
republicans within the pale of the church 
(at lead nominally fo) than amongft the 
religious part of the difTenters ; even the 
famous Thomas Paine declares he is not 
a Prejbyterian ; and there is no doubt 
of the truth of his declaration. In fad* 
the main body of the violent fticklers 
for liberiy^ and particularly for republic 
tanifm^ zTt Deijls or Aiheifls^ men of no 
religion at'all. So that the high church* 
man, in the eagernefs of has zeal for 
the fafety of the churcbi hat thrown him*- 
felf upon a wrong^ fcent, and mifer^lf 
miftaken the objeS; of his refentment. 

There is, indeed, no fa3 in the world 
mdre notorious, than that the generality 
9f Protejlant dijfenters have been for 
a long ferles of years, an4 i^ill 4re^ fteady,.. 

^ealousi 



eeaioUJ, and fincere friends to thie 
Proteftant religion, under whatever ex- 
ternal form it may appear, and to the 
civil conilitution of this country, as 
fettled at the Revolution j particulariy 
fo to the fucceflion of the crown in 
the illujirious Hotife of Hanover, In the 
rebellions which took place in the years 
fifteen and forty-five, the Proteflant dif*- 
/enters were amongft the foremoft that 
diftinguifced themfelves as truly loyal 
fubjefis. Not a man of them appears 
amongft the adherents to the Pretender, 
which is more than their enemies caft 
fay of themfelves \ and they have con* 
tinued the fame attachment to this 
4ay.. Some few amongft them, indeed^ 
(though a very few) provoked by the 
iirfolience of the perfecujting zealots on 
the other fide, may have difcovered 
too great vehemence in favour of their 

civil and religious - rights and liberties, 
particularly refpe^ing the repeal of the 

tefi 
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4ejl laws ; and may have tall&ed and Writ- 
ten in a ftiie too peremptory ; ^at their 
condufl has (^en liocerely condemned 
hy the general body ; — for, though they 
confider thofe laws a^ ury'uft and oppre£- 
iive, refpe£ling thcmfelves, and calcula- 
ted to expofe religion to the fcora of 
its enemies, by proilituting one of iti 
moft facred inditutions, to ferve politii* 
cal purpofes, which after all it <loeft not 
ferve, as it avails only to the exclufioa 
of the honeft coafcientious Chriftian, 
and opens the door to the proEane and 
vicious infidel ; — yet they mean fiot tm 
feek deliverance from thefe evil$« but 
in a fair, open, peaoeable* conflitutional 
way ; which they certainly itave a eight 
tOt do» 

However, this ^er-«ager ^aeal, M 

their part, has« unbappilyi awakened 

- the very iroritable Jpirii qfkigl^ jchwvA^ 

ijm^ and put it into a terrible ferment a 

fo that the poor, i^orant^ affrighti^ 

multitude. 
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nuititiide, poffeffed by it, can fcanrcely 
ialij cnr ereii thmk o£ iny tbi»g, but of 
the eminent danger the church is in, from 
the machiiutionft of th€ diffenkrs^. A]id» 
to enforce the tremendous idea the 
more efiedualljr, we are reminded of 
the ruin brought upon it by the abetters 
of the OiizwriandeTnacraey. This outcry 

leads 

* Thii ttinning outcry about the danger of the church 
Irom the difl^Atcri, which has been lately roufed from 
let kmif (tB^ w« h«ped| everUftiug} flumbers ; and 
Ihaft hM fo awalbened the ttnUk, as well as thcfimrs 
•f the balf-thinking bigoited multitude, is to the Uft 
degree (Inpid, fenfelefs, malevolent, and without even 
the leaft fouikUltioA is truth, as many years experi- 
«iicc hatdesnmtoted; Her pfcateft danger reaHy iiis 
in the intoleraot, perfecutiog fpiut of her prcfejkd 
friends and fupportevs. If ever the is ruined, it will 
be owing to the facrilegious violence of their handsy 
Imd n6t tor the cKdbntert ; their fervent and iincere 
wifli, in general* ih to live peaceably with hnr> ki 
the"enJ9yn]teat of their cominon rights and privileges, 
ts fellow citizens. They feck not the fuivcrfion of the 
CruACM itfelT, but deliverance from high church 
ttHANNvi not to deprive othecs oi iheit Chri^M 
Ukcr^t but to CDJoy their twiu 
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leadft our touchy diflenting bre'tliren, to 
remind ms, on the other hand, of the 
perrecuting tyranny of the church party 
in i6$2, &c» when fo. many of their 
forefathers, and their families, were 
ruinedy as to this world, merely forwor- 
Slipping Cop according to the ditlates 
of their confciences i ^xk^^ with ferioui 
concern, obferve how much of the fame 
perfecuting malevolence now pofTefles 
the heart of the high, churchman .;—« 
how ardently he pants for an opportunity 
ot pouring out his indignation upon hit 
non-conforming neighbours ; and how 
eagerly he catches at every occafion^ 
even the moil innocent, o^reprefenting 
them as a dangerous fet of people, aim- 
ing at the deftru61ion of both church and 
Jlate^ than which nothing can be more 
falfe, unjuft, and flanderous. 

Inftead of thus provoking one another 
to difcord, hatred, (trife, and thus mutu- 
ally iaSaming^ the malevolent afie£lions 

of 
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of their depraved nature, would it not be 
infinitely better, to provoke one ondther to 
love and good works f — To cherilh the 
generous fpirit of Chriftian candour, 
^nd mutual forbearance? Study tht things 
that make for peace^ and tend to edifica^ 
lion in the diviiie life ? Certainly il 
would : — It would . be far snore be- 
coming the Chriftian chara£ler,to wiiich 
|hey pretend, and moft effe£lually pro'^ 
|note their mut,ual happinefs. It ia 
afflUiing^ytz twenafiom/hing^ to a con« 
(iderate mind, to fee fuch monflrous in* 
conSfiency and extremity of folly, as 
(hat above hinted, amongft people pro-* 
feffing the wife» the benevolent, the 
peaceable religion of j£SU$. — If Chrif« 
tians indeed, as both fides pretend (and 
many of them are} are they not the 
children of the fa^t heavenly father ? 
-*-Do not they hold the fame general 
principles of religious faith and pradice? 
.*^Truft in the fame mediator, and en* 

^rtaiR. 
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terfaiti the hope of the fame eternal 
life and glory ? — ^Why then hartc, villify, 
and perfecHtc one another ? — Why 
fiiould ono party claim a right of judging 
for themfelves, in the important btifinef» 
of religioni and not allow the fame 
liberty to* the other, When neither will 
date to fitt up f4)r iivfatlibiHty ?•— *H 

there be iii the world, any one pa^U 
cubreccicfiaftical conflitmion, tovhieh 
die afluat enjoj'ment of that liberty; in 
i^/ullifi^exUne^ can hc^ really datigerous; 
it mult be» becaufe fuch conftitution is 
founded upon wrong principles; for, it 
is certain, that fuch liberty and pure 
evangelical truth can never be at vart-i 
ance, or in the leaft degret proreinjari^ 
ous to each oither. 

The zealots on both fides miftake tfatf 
matter entirely, and go the way to defeat 
their own favourite ends atid purpofes; 
The wrath of man work^h not the righted 
pufnefs of G^0. A jttft eaufc requtrel' 

not 



hHit tl^e Uliihatural aid of p^rfecutlon^ lit; 
any ihape, to fuppqrt it ; attd an unjuD^' 
one always injures xtfelf by fuch mea* 
Cures, ky provoking the rel^ittmen^of thtt 
CifferQi^^ a^4 putting tT\e byfta^dcr$ 
Upon inquiryi, 

Tbe bkCTed God who bas called u% 
to peace» kas^ folenaniy charged us to 
fbUow it with uU men% nn4 Jorbtar ont 
ahothfit in love* Tkcfe mt ^reat and 
fffential diiieSf in comparifon- oi which 
even the mpft flaming feai in fupport 
bfour r^fpe£live no/lrumSf is iefs than 
nothing and vanity f and; indeed, as it 
is too oitei\ managed, an heinous fin iii^ 
the fight of GoDi — There is^ in fliort, 
ndfuter fign* of a weai head and a' bad 
heart ivkdSiY man^ than bis hating and? 
perfecttting thofe who diif^r from him 
in religion* It is the very mark that 
didioguiflie} the followers pf the Anti^ 
chriftian beaQ. 

Sut let i( be ever rexp^pbered, that 

L the 



Ac /pirit 'of free inquiry^ in its liilteft 
exterit, if prudently Condu6led, is pef- 
fe3ly coiififtent with that of Chrifliat^ 
Candour, moderation, and cbarityi We 
inay certainly fearch after truth, exa- 
mine the various pretenfions to it, with 
the greateft freedom, and even diifer 
from one another in our ideas about it^ 

tvithbut the leaft artgry r^fentment or 
animoTityi We feould, however, be 
exceedingly careful not to abtife thts> 
liberty to any licentious purpofes ;— 
nor to fay or write any thing that may 
give the* leaftju/f occafion of offence;, 
or excite t^ny angry contentions, and 
party difcurds, either iiik- church or 
ilate ; efpecia|ly when the ruling pow« 
ers there, though they may be thought., 
id aflume too much, in fome inflances, 
yet lay no pains of petialties upon us^ . 
but what may be borne, confiftcntly 
with our more effential duties to Goo . 

ahd our confcieii^eSi and -the general 

peact 
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jmace a^d welfare of our country; 
which is the cafe with the dilTenter.S 
amongft us : — They may be reafonably 
and fafely allowed to unite in the coia- 
mon caufe pf liberty, and by fober 
arguments, peaceable remonftranceSi and 
petitions, endeavour to perfuade our 
governors to leave religion to {land upon 
its own bottom of rational convi£lion^ 
without the application of any external 

force ^ leaving every man to judge for 
himfelf about it : But until fuch per-^ 
fuafion takes place, they ihould be 
content to hear their reproach with pati- 
ence in the modeft ufe of thofe means 
of deliverance. 

Were this their temper and con- 
dtt£l in general, thofe poor creatures 

•who are now fo paflionately fond of 
what appears to them to bear the azor 

Jul ftamp of ANTIQUITY, would not 
be fo terribly frightened at the idea of 
IMJMOVATXQN asthey are ; and in pro-- 

L i( portioh 
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f<Jrt76n as- their feaYs (iih^ie, iMi 
minds will i*e o^erf t'b^ cOhViaioA^, andi 
flie truth' irf fiAvi preVafl. T% %*'6tfM 
p'erceivcV in many inflfaVid^'^^ that wh'ai! 
/^/y veAerateJ i^ ANTiQ6;Ti*, wa*s in 
reality i^Ho^^Tidil, irifd *^hat they 
called INNOVATION, nothing but an- 
ciiNT tkiiTii ftfioTedt to hi p'tuHitivi 
purity. Hbw6*verV 

AecoVcKrfrf to tnls v^re\<* of miners v^e 
iiiay, tipoftf fe5e \$hol6, t'ery juftly con- 
clude, that ik^^ ^'h6 ^\\\ fe«6ui]y arid 

deliberate afftfrt,^ iM t\±ii \% tto oc- 
caflbh for df^y hf-'irmati^n ; hd room M 
any impriPuemifit fii' otff p'^fc'fcm cbhffitu- 
tion in chtirch*' and ftatef; hstppjr a(S in 

tfie miin it hv ifliiff Besafhiiirigly infa- 
luated Bj' tKfiJr prfejWiec'S^dttamJferafal/ 

loft 

* Tlicre may Sc a rcMfmatiqW iff tfic cfiufcn witfc^ 
idt Ovcrturiim^ rt ; of '0^^lcfit)a^ tfcltrtff tii^ ikofc Td^ 
darhentalpHHeipIcii by ^ktclrSli^ffiftifi^MHed ffob 
other churohes. 



proper ufe of it. 

On the other hand, the man thai 
under the fpeicious pretence of applying 
a remedy for the evils of either, and 
with the cry.pf li^ert^ in ,his njppth, 
but. with :tlj^ fpkit 'A^ .4i(;^nt\mfncJ^ ^in 
his h^ft, i-«»*iji»tinually J[p?«yi}gjthe;f^^ 
'Of difconteot aiQpngft;his,^}jow i; jt^en^, 
^d by irritating their palBflASt cpdija- 

vouFs {to provoke (b^mby j^^ ^^ ,yio» 

rt)eias infa^jg^ted, . aiyi.his f ^a} ^'for r.cfpr- 
.mation he little 3*oft; of ,^^^1 jB^d.nefs.T:- 
There is cen^nly .a.MiDnj.5,^\yAy> jp 
.this cafe, ^tl^.W^ ,1^ -"^^ 9^y ^^^ ^^ 
■fafe, ^bUi alfp 0^ :mifA ,J^te ^nfi^^'ei^ 
itual ; ,anid jiyhifife thc.yyjfe ,and . fhe gpofl 
,,who Jove QfA%r ^ jmja^jCj^^wiU .flv^^s 
.wiCh to chonftfe^ -M*/: ^b^y t4?>j f»i» . f^e 
.pi]U(^iar cir(ivw# ^ce ^Ijc^ge j^s, and 
-sroceed an : it jp j |,be «, A^^^r .«deilru£iicyi 
«#f .a;ll .tyraany;.ajftd^,<>pprffl^oii .pn.fi^e 

l^ 3 one 
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ane hancl ; and all anarchy and eonfufioi 
on the other ! 

** Scelera impeiu^ bona confiUa 
Mora^ valefcunt.'* 

The divine Providence, always guided 
by infinite wifdom, and fupported by 
Almighty Ppwer in its operations, ap- 
pears now, more than ever, to be dired- 
ing its courfe, ' with increafing fpeed, 
towards itS' grand obje6t, the happinefs 
of mankind in the enjoyment of univer- 
fal light, liberty, and virtue ; and, though 
ever fo ftrenuoufly oppofed by the wit 
and power of the ecclefiti^ftical and po- 
litical tyrants of this world, will moil 
afluredly prevail in due time* There is, 
therefore, no occafion for the friends of 
this happinefs to put themfdves into 
any intemperate commotions, or ufe any 
fort of violeilce, in order to accoraplifli 
' their wifhes. He that Jitttih in the hea* 
vens fe^s and laughs at the iooliibnefs 

•f 



* «f the wrrdom« and the impotency of the 
Tage, of all thofe who fet themfclves 
agaanft H 1 M, 2^nd his anointed. Let 
OS then bcfiilU ^^id know that he is God, 
whofe coutifel (hall ftand againft all 
oppolirion from the moft powerful male- 
volence of his creatures. Let us make 
iifeofno weapons, in theya:;);&ar/ of his 
kingdom^ but thofe of inftruSipq and ra- 
tional perfuafiony.animated by that hope 
^hich an humble confidence in his 
faithful pramifes tends to infpire. This 
is the true gnaA, only ground on which 
we mayjuftly 0xp^6^ to n^eet with the 
concurring aid of the divipe povy^r in 
•our favour. 

As to our condud refpe£UQg our fo* 
cial rights and liberties a» men and fel- 
low citizens, it ihould, undoubtecjly^ be 
regulated entirely by the benevolept fpi- 
rit of the gofpel, and tl^e public welf<|re. 
. Gov£Ri9M£NT is an ordinance oj Gop, 
Jiorthi ^QOX> of numiind ; and, as fuch» 

it 
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it is^ aur ihdifpetifiblc duty to fubmlt tt 

it ; — bqt an unjuft^ ofiprefive^ and tyrant 

4tical adminijhati&i efU^ may, and ought 

40 be ilrenuoufly refl^ed» in the £bbor 

^peaceable ufe of thof^ means which the 

laws of .God, and the conftitution ol 

H>ur country, put into our hands, career 

^ully avoiding all fuch vioieni meafur^ 

a^ tend to ^liQanle the paiTions of the 

idle and {profligate muiutude, -and ex<r 

•fite them to ^riot ^tfd plunder ; the 

^onfequence- ef i»/hich would be the 

. utter fubverfion of -all -^gocSd . govern- 

•frient, upon which the -happiqefs of 

jbciety fo eminently ^fpl^nds. 

In a ^ord, if we cannot ^r^fer^ 
the civil rights ^of our country, with- 
out departing ffoin>oilr«Chrillian prin-^ 
ciples, or that liile of Vldty to GoD 

« 

and man which Oiir'b^ntfvuifiiit 'religion 
has prefcrib^d to us,'tet risi'gite'jh^ttn up, 
and refolve to Bear the eafaittJtyyiHi pa* 
ti^nee; ifCkriftrtts/izkleed,'thtfidivitte 

promii^ 
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ufe afluros n% of a Utter minify^ 
^itv€n an heavenly ; where all the felicity 
of which our nature is capable, will be 
jenjoyedy in the higheft perfedion, through 
|he endlefs ages oF eternity ! The con« 
temptation of this idca^ in the lively 
exercife of that faith which is ike evidence 
0f things noi feen^ will afford us the fweet- 
eft and moil effe£lual confolations in all 
the affiiclive trials of Ufe, and illumihatQ 
even the dark valley and (hadow of deati) 
with the dawn of a ipoft glorious ^m- 
fDOitality ! 
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As a farther DempnArat Ion of the Loyalty 
of the Proteftant DiiTenters, and , thf 
fulleft confutation of the unjuft and li- 
bellous charges brought againil them 
by their enemies, the following au* 
thentic paper is here inferted. 



King* s Head Tavtrn^ Poultry, Du. is, 1792. 

AT a numerous GENERAL MEET- 
ING, of the Deputies from the 
fe vera] Congregations of Protestant 
Dissenters, in and near London, con- 
vened for the fpecial purpofe of decia* 
ring their fentiments on the fubjeCl of 
the Britilh Conftitution, 

On 
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ft 

Ou,a motion being made and feconded^ 
Resolved Unanimously, 

!rhat .it is expedient and proper for 
this meeting to make a declaration of 
their fentimenu on the Conftitution of 

Great Britain. 

A declaration in writing b^ing produ- 
ced, the ^me was agreed to be rea^ as 
follows; 

" We fed ourfelves called upon, at 
^* the prefent period, ppblickly to de- 
^* dare our firm attaphfiippt to the Gon- 
•' ilitutibn of Great Britain, being per- 
^' fuaded that it is>»x«eU«at ^n its prin* 
♦'.ciples, ^nd wifely frj^mcd fqf the «;- 

tenfion of foli.d happinefs aild rea{ 

liberty. 

f* Jtalways i)?is^bee;i, and ftijl contl-t 
^*,jiues to be, our 46termined refolution 
** to contribute our bed endeavours to 
•* iaaiiitiiijiand,preferve,.by.allnjeansin 
*• our power, tJive..Conftit^tion of tbjs 

. kingdbxBy 
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^ kingdbm, Qoafiftkig of King, Lorc(5« 
*' and Commons $ at the fame time we 
** rdjoice, as Britons, that one great ipe- 
*' rit of this invaluable ConfiitutioD is, 
'^ that it contains within itfelf the means 
both of refdrm and improvement. 

'' Having thus, in the moft unequivo- 
" cal manner, declared our fentiments 
'* at this critical junfliire, it is a pleafing 
*^ refic^ioif that .this declaration is in 
** perfcQ: confiflency with th6 condu£l 
** of the Proteftant Diffi^nters ever fince 
the glorious Revolution of 1688, 
which. we confider ai the bafis of the 
Conflftution^ and which happJly con- 
** duccd to the eftablifhment of the pre- 
** fent royal family on the throne." 

Resolved Unanimquslt, 
That the above declaration be agreed 
to and fignedby the Chairman, and pub- 
lifhed in the morning and evening pa- 
mpers, and by fuch other methods as the 
€hairman fhall direct. 

Resolved 
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ReSOLVXO UNANIAfOySLY 

t'hat the thanks of this meeting be gi« 
ven to the Chairman for calling them to« 
gctheir, and for his impartial condu£l« 

£• JEFFERIES, Chairman. 
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The Analytical Review for Auguft, 17911 gives tht 
following c)iaTa£ker of this. work. 

**This admiraible little tale is fo well calculated to 
ixnprefs the moftufeful lefTonson-the minds of a neg- 
lei^cd clafs ol^ our fellow creatures, that we higHly 
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benevolence in this unaffumi^g lady's arilefs inflru&i- 
Otis, that we mull re^ueft hor i^^ to lay afidc her 
pen, but continue to avail herfelf of ^ turn for obfer* 
vation, which enables her to fpealt to the heart, 
whilft (he informs the underllahding.^' 
• The Critical Review for September, 'i 791 , fays, it is 
** A plain» moral tale, told with judgment and pro* 
pticty," . - . ; 
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iliffory of James and Thomas, a Tali* 

Writtm for tBe bte oF $Cn9&ATSCH66L& 

*' This boot 1$ puWifllcd with a view of inculca- 
ting morality, honcfty, ahd induftfy, ia the rifing 
generation, and to ffiew them, the fad confcqucnces 
of a vicious and idle courfei of life/'—GCiitleman*^ 
Magazine, O^lober^ i7d®* 
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'The ftory is told in i plain ahd proper ftyle,- 
and the moral is ftri£kiy good. This little work is 
properly* adapted to the Denevotent inftitution for 
which it wis dcfigncd."— Critical Revitw, Nov. 1796. 

' ** This fimplc little tile teems calctilatcd to improve 
atid intieit^ the children for whofe ufe it wat v/ritten, 
and we therefore recotfifnend it to the notice of 
the promoters of that ufeful inflitiztion, Sutiday 
Schools, who wiU (^d it a ienfible, moral perform* 
ancc;"—- Analytical Review^ January, x792# 

. The Monthly Review for January, X79J» fpeaking 
of the above publications, fays, ** They arc two in- 
flrudive tales, the one adapted to boys, the other to 
^rte, to llimulate them to learning, by (hewing the 
advantages to which it leads, and the evil tendency 
of idlcBfifSf audi want of a due education," 



